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CHAPTER I
JNTRODUCTION

This present period of time since the Day of Pentecost at
Jerusalem has been called the dispensation of the Holy Spirito

Since

this is true the study of the Holy Spirit and His relation to man is
of special interest.

The operation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of

individuals and the church demands serious consideration.
material which can be found on this subject is worthy of

A.
Statement of the Problem.

.All of the
study~

Problem
It was the purpose of this study

(1) to examine the material found in The Acts in order to discover its
teaching concerning the operation of the Holy Spirit; (2) to determine
the r elation of the operation of the Holy Spirit to individuals and to
the church; (3) to find how the Htily Spirit operated in the lives of
individuals and the church; and (4) to discover how men reacted to the
operati on of the Holy Spirit.
B.

Justification of the Study

Much has been written on the subject of the Holy Spirit, however,
a great deal of the writing on this subject has been considered from
the theological aspect.

The author was able to find much material on

the general subject of the Holy Spirit.

But as the field was surveyed,

the lack of definite unified studies on the operation of the Holy Spirit

2

in the lives of individuals and the church in the first century was
found .

This is a very important period because it was during this

time that the Holy Spirit was poured forth on all flesh.

In order t o

make this study the primary source, which is the Bible, must be earnestly
examined.

c.

Basic Assumptions

The author made two assumptions that were bas ic to this study.
Firs t , the Holy Bible, Old and New Tes taments, i s the infalli ble Word
of God and the only authority as a guide in faith and practice.

Second,

the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.

D.

Objectives

The specific _objectives of this study were:

1.

To study the operation of the Holy Spirit in the four

effusions of the Holy Spirit in the book of The Acts.
2.

To study the operati on of the Holy Spirit in personal

experience in the book of The Acts .

3.

To discover how t he Holy Spi rit led indivi dual s and the

church in the book of The Acts .
4.

To determine what the r e sult of opposi t i on t o t he Hol y Spirit

wa s.
E.

Limitat i ons

Th is s t udy was confined to the cons ideration of the operati on of
the Hol y Spi rit i n rela t ion to ind i vi dual s and t o the church as r evealed
in t he book of The Acts .

The study was not pr imarily a t heologica l study,

3
but r ather an inductive Bibical study.

No attempt was made to study every

phase of the Holy Spirit in relation to His existence, His deity, His
personality, and His operation.
F.

Method of Procedure

The American Standard Version of 1901 was the only version of the
Bible used in the course of study .

After having turned to the book of

The Acts in this version, each reference t o the Holy Spirit was located
and copied on separate file cards.

Then a study was made of every

passage in the book of The Acts which related to the Holy Spirit.

Next,

a tentative outline .was made and a bibliography was gathered which was
composed of available books on the theme of the Holy Spirit.

The next

step entailed a study of writings of various Bibi cal scholars which
related directly to the operation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
individuals and of the church in the book of The Acts.
resulted in the writing of this thesis.

The study

Specific conclusions were stated

in the last chapter of this study.
G.
The Church.

Definition of Terms Used

The church was interpreted as meaning a group of

people who bound together by a common faith in Jesus Christ.

The term

was used in some cases in a limited sense as a group of believers in a
certain city or region.

In other cases the term was used in the general

sense meaning the entire group of believers of that time.
Effusion.

Several terms are used in relation to the operation

of the Holy Spirit in individuals and the church.

The word "effusion"

has been used to mean the same as "baptism" of the Holy Spirit.
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According to the dictionary the book of The Acts this term means a
"pouring forth" of the Holy Spirit.
Operation.

As this term is used in this thesis it means an act or

a function of any form of power, thus an act of the Holy Spirit.
H.

Statement of Organization

This study was organized in the following manner:

Chapter one

sets forth the statement of the problem, justification of the study,
basic assumptions, objectives, limitations, method of procedure,
definition of terms and statement of organization.

The facts of the

four effusions of the Holy Spirit at Jerusalem, Samaria, Caesarea and
Ephesus and the comparison of these facts was considered in chapter two.
Chapter three contains materi al concerning the operation of the Holy
Spirit in personal experi ence.

The leadership of the Holy Spirit in

the lives of individuals and the church was considered in chapter four.
The fifth chapter deals with the opposition to the Holy Spirit in the
lives of individuals who were filled with the Holy Spirit and the church
which was led by the Holy Spirit.
content of the sixth chapter.

The summary and conclusions are the

CHAPrER II
THE FACTS OF THE FOUR EFFUSIONS OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT AND THEIR COMPARISONS

In the book of The Acts there were four times that the Holy

Spi rit was poured forth in four distinct places.

There were many

times when an individual or a certain group of people received a
special filling in preparation for a specific task.
were considered in chapter three.

These instances

But these were four times when

the Holy Spirit came upon a group of people for a different purpose
than just a special filling for a specific task .
The author was concerned with the facts surrounding these four
effus ions of the Holy Spirit.

The study was made from the standpoint

of: (1) the preparation of each of these four groups before the Holy
Spirit came; (2) the actual effusion of the Holy Spirit in each of
these instances; and (3) the immediate results of the effusion of the
Holy Spirit in all four places.

Then a comparison of these f a cts was

made in order to find the similarities and differences.
The four places in which the Holy Spirit wa s poured out in the
bo ok of The Acts were Jerusalem, Samaria, Caesarea and Ephesus.

The

writer dealt with t hese places in the order of their appearance i n the
book of The Acts .
A.
Preparation.

J erusalem

Acc ording to J e sus Christ the apostle s wer e not

ready to go out into a l ost worl d t o proclaim the Gospel.

The l ast
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instruction which Jesus left with his disciples was for them to stay
in Jerusalem until they had received the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4).
Then Jesus revealed to them what that promise was .

The apostles we re to

be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence (Acts 1:5).

This

baptism wa s contrasted with the baptism of John which was a ba pti sm wi t h
water (Acts 1 :5).

This baptism of the Holy Spirit which was to come

shortly was designa ted to in1part power to the apostles that they might
be witnesses a round the world (Acts 1 : 8) .

The Greek verb for the verb

"come", which is used in relati on to the Holy Spirit , is used in the
1

Aorist tense designating a completed acti on of the past.From the place where Jesus ascended into heaven , the mount called
Olivet, the disciples returne d to Jerusalem as they had been instructed
(Acts 1 :12 ) .
These whom Jesus had chosen showed t he ir obedi ence
when they went back t o Jerusalem where t he excitement was most inten s e and the mob t ha t had crucifie d
their Lord was st ill breathing out t hreatenings , and
their own lives were in danger . 2
As they came to the city, the eleven apostles, for Judas had
already abandoned the group, gathered together in the upper chamber
where they were abiding ( Acts 1:13).

The se men evidently had spent

much time in this upper r oom because it was a place where they were
abiding , waiting for the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4).
In the upper chamber the eleven disci ples with the women, and

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren continued steadfastly
with one accord in prayer (Acts 1 :14) .

These were tarrying for the

definite purpose of re ceiving the Holy Spirit.

Jesus had gi ven them

a specific promise and these people presented themselves as definite
seekers.

They had unity for they were all of one accord together in

7
one place.

There was no rivalry for leadership now.3

Each one was

waiting for God to fulfill His promise.

These followers of Christ had

followed His instructions very closely.

That the seekers• faith was

strong was evidenced by their implicit obedience.
Sometime during the tarrying their prayers were interrupted by
Peter.

By

implication it is noted that some of these who were gathered

in the upper chamber were thinking about Judas, who had betrayed Jesus.
Peter's message was directed to this subject.

He reminded these of his

brethren that the scripture which was spoken by the Holy Spirit through
the mouth of David concerning Judas, who was guide to them that took
Jesus, had to be fulfilled (Acts 1:16) .

This vacancy which was created

by Judas, was now to be filled by another.

This one who was to be

elected was to have been in company with the rest of the disciples
during the time of Jesus' public ministry (Acts 1:21).

With Peter in

charge two men were brought forth, Barsabbas and Matthias.

After prayer

the lot was cast and it fell on Matthias and he was numbered with the
eleven apostles (Acts 1:26) •

.TI!!!. Effusion

.£!:.~Holy

Spirit.

On this day, which was fifty

days after the Jewish Passover, this group of about one hundred and
twenty disciples were all gat hered in one place (Acts 2:1).

The context

shows that all of this assembly (company) received the Holy Spirit.
It was to this group that Peter spoke (Acts 1:15) and it was this same
number which cast lots to choose an apostle to fill the vacancy which
was created by Judas (Acts 1:26).

Unity among them still prevailed .

Then according to the promise of Jesus the great event t ook place.
Suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty
wind and it filled all the house where they were sitting (Acts 2:2).
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The sound was recognized as coming down from heaven.

This was a display

of the mighty unseen power of the Holy Spiri t.
With the sound there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder,
like as of fire; and it sat upon each of them (Acts 2:3).
The tongue had immediate reference to the
instrument of service to be employed, the
fie17 appearance is taken by comm.on consent
as emblematic of the Spirit with distinct
reference to his inspirational word and
consequent zeal and ardor of the disciples
in undertaking before them. 4
The tongues were seen .and the wind heard, but neither was felt.

Neither

flame nor wind was a reality, but the tongue resembled a flame and the
sound resembled that of a mighty rushing wind.5
As

these signs were made manifest, they were all filled with the

Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4).

Upon investigating the Greek text at this point,

the verb which was used in connection with the filling of the Holy Spirit
was found to be in the aorist tense.

Thus signifying an action which

was done at a particular point in the past, an instantaneous act.6

There

was demonstration and the f i lling with the Holy Spirit was general; they
were all filled.

No distinction or prejudice was made.

Ther e i s no

question about this being the fulfillment of the promise of the Father
and the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

R. A. Torrey says t hat the

baptism with the Holy Spirit is an operat ion of the Spirit distinct from
his regenerationg work. 7 According to William Biederwolf this was a
second work.

8

This same baptism is a definite experience of which one

may and ought to know whether ·he has received it· or not.9

Torrey also

states that the term "f'illed"· with the Holy Spirit is used synonymously
with "baptized" with the Holy Spirit.lo

9

Result.

The first thing that happened after the Holy Spirit had

filled them all was that they began to speak with other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance.

The verb "gave" as used in the Greek in

relation to the Holy Spirit is in the imperfect tense thus denoting a
continued action in the past, thus "as the Spirit was giving them
utterance". 11 Pentecost arrested attention.

When the sound as of the

rushing of a mighty wind was heard by some of the Jews in Jerusalem who
were devout men from every nation under heaven,

the multitude came

together, and were confounded because that every man heard them speaking
in his own language.

And -they were all amazed and marveled, saying,

Behold are not all these that speak Galileans (Acts 2:5-7).
The Spirit in the passage above gave to these people who were
filled the ability to speak in other languages.

The speaking was done

so well that those who had come from every nation were able to understand
as their own language was spoken.

There were people of fifteen different

regions that heard these Spirit filled men speak forth the mighty works
of. God {Acts 2:11}.

These mighty works were manifested by God through

Jesus Christ who was thus approved of God (Acts 2:22).

The multitude

was amazed and perplexed and wondered what this meant.

They had never

seen nor heard of such a thing before.

There were some in the crowd

who were scoffers for they said that these men who were speaking in
tongues were filled with new wine (Acts 2:13).

At least that part of

the crowd recognized the fact that something out of the ordinary was in
progess.

These people of the world did not understand the working of

God and could only recognize actions and name them in the terms which
were familiar to them.
A defense of the action of these men filled with the Holy Spirit
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came from Peter.
accusers.

He rose up and spoke primarily to those who were the

Peter 4nstructed them to listen closely to his

(Acts 2:14).

words

These mockers were to understand the impossibility of

their charge of drunkenness.

It was only the third hour of the day

(Acts 2:1.5), apparently not the time when men were intoxicated.

This

which is happening, says Peter, is in fulfillrilent of the prophecy which
Joel has uttered (Acts 2:16).

From this context the conclusion can be

drawn that the antagonists were not aware of the significance of the
Old Testament teachings.
Although Jesus had done many wonders and signs, the major portion
of Peter's message was the fact of the resurrection and ascension which
made possible that which had just happened in that place.

That which

they had seen and heard was the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:33).
Peter states definitely that there were same in the audience who
had assisted in the crucifying of Jesus who had been made both Lord and
Christ by God (Acts 2:36).
Some of the multitude were convicted of that which they had done
and asked instruction as to what they should do (Acts 2:37).

The first

step , according to Peter, was t o repent and to be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ.

If this \Vere done, their sins would be remitted and

t hey would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

This terr11 "gift" of

the Holy Spirit is practically a synonymous expression ''11th the term
Tll"baptized" with the Holy Spirit. 12

This gift was not only for these

who were present at this particular time, but the promise was also for
the children and to all that were afar offp all those whom the Lord God
would call unto him (Acts 2:39}.

Torrey says too that this gift to the

11

future generations is the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 13
Those that received the word which was spoken were baptized With the
Holy Spirit.

And there were added unto them about three thousand souls

that day (Acts 2:41).

This was a great numerical increase, and the

membership or the early church was doubled many times.
Those who were joined to the group that day continued steadfastly

in the apostles teaching and in fellowship in the breaking of bread
and prayers.

This addition was a most remarkable gain.

Acts 2:42 tells

us how they were able to stand fast in their newly acquired faith.

They

continued in a manner unwavering and constant in the apostles' teaching.
They were able to do this because they had their fellowship with like
company and spent much time in prayer.
Due to that which had happened, fear came upon every soul and
many signs and wonders were done through the apostles (Acts 2:43).
Great results came because the believers were together, and there is
power in number.

However, the greater power was that of the Holy Spirit

working through them.

There was no discord, but rather unity prevailed.

They had all things common (Acts 2:44), and sold their possessions and
goods and parted them to all, according as any man had need (Acts 2:45).
All necessary finances were provided.

This does not teach a common pool

of goods for all men, it would never be practical.

The only reason that

it happened here at Jerusalem was that the Holy Spirit had charge of
things.
This above situation prevailed day by day and they continued

.
steadfastly

in one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home,

t hey took their food with gladness and s i ngleness of heart (Acts 2:46).
Because of these things during this period, they had favor with all the

12

people.

And the Lord added to them day

saved {Acts 2:47).

c.

day those t hat were being
14
W. Ruth says that this was a daily affair.
by

Each day there were some saved and they were added to the group.
The promise of Acts 1:8 had already been partially fulfilled.
This is evidenced by the fact that Peter rose up and spoke with boldness
and many were saved because of the message which came through him.

That the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles
contained a cleansing aspect has been found to be true by the author.
Direct reference has not been made in the account which was just
considered.

But .in Acts 15:8-9 Peter referred to Jerusalem and the

pouring forth of the Holy Spirit.

In this passage Peter acknowledged

that the apostles' hearts had been cleansed by faith in the experience
at Jerusalem.

Here again the Greek uses the aorist tense, signifying
that this cleansing was in instantaneous act. 15 Thus baptism of the
Holy Spirit includes cleansing.

B.

Sam.aria

Preparation. Great power was displayed by those who had been
baptized with the Holy Spirit.

A stir was arising at Jerusalem because

of the actions of these who were now living for God.

Because of the

boldness and power which was displayed, a persecution began against this
church.

All except the apostles were scattered abroad throughout the

regions of Judaea and Samaria {Acts 8:1).
beginning of this persecution.

Stephen's death was the

Great lamentation was made at Stephen's

burial (Acts 8:2), but this made no difference to Saul who
the persecution.

\\la.S

leading

He laid waste the church, entering into every house,

and dragging men and women committed them to prison (Acts 8:3)o
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The ones that were scattered abroad went about preaching the Word
(Acts 8:4).

One of the followers named Philip, who was one of the seven

deacons of the early church (Aots 6:5), went to the city of Samaria and
proclaimed

unt~

them the Christ (Acts 8:;).

There were multitudes which

gave heed with one accord to the things which Philip spoke when they
heard and saw the signs which he did (Acts 8:6).
by the power that was working through himo
unclean spirits that were delivered.
were healed (Acts 8:7).

Miracles were wrought

There were those who had

Many that were palsied and lame

Much joy was in Samaria because of that which

had been done.

A man whose name was Simon and one who had practiced sorcery in
the city of · Samaria before this time recognized that this was the power
of G,od.

The people listened to him because he had for a long time amazed

them with his sorceries (Acts 8:11).

But when they had heard Philip

preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, bo·th men and women were baptized.
was also among those who believed (Acts 8: 13) •

Simon, the sorcerer,
Re was baptized and

continued with Philip; beholding signs and great miracles wrought, he
was amazed (Acts 8:13).

In the meantime a report had gone back to Jerusalem that Samaria
had received the Word of God, and Peter and John were sent unto.them by
those of Jerusalem {Acts 8:14) •
were happy,

.Although the new converts of Samaria

Peter and John saw something lacking in them and began

to pray for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit {Acts 8:15).
Here again in the Greek the aorist tense is used in relation to the
receiving of the Roly Spirit.

Peter and John prayed for the Samaritan

converts because the Holy Spirit had not yet fallen on them.

They had

14

only been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 8:16).

The Effusion of the Holy Spirit. There is not much detail given
in the book of The Acts concerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
this occassion.

The actual outpouring of the Spirit on this occassion

was a work done after the Samaritan's conversion.

Biederwolf states

that this outpouring is a baptism of the Holy Spirit and distinctly a
second work. 16

According to Torrey this outpouring is a baptism of the

Holy Spirit and distinct from his regenerating work. 1 7 After Peter and
John had prayed, they laid their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17).
Result.

When Simon, the scorcerer, saw the wonderful thing that

had happened to the others as the two apostles laid their hands on the
converts, he offered them money and asked of Peter and John for this
same power {Acts 8:18).

Simon wanted this power so that whenever he

laid his hands on someone, they would receive the Holy Spirit too
(Acts 8:19}.

But Simon was rebuked

by Peter because he thought that

he could purchase the gift of God with money (Acts 8:20).

Peter further

told Simon that he could have no part in this matter because his heart
was not ri ght with God (Acts 8:21).

Simon is instructed to repent and

then perhaps the Lord would forgive him the thought of his heart
(Acts 8:22).

The final result is that Simon made a request for Peter's

prayers (Acts 8:24)o
After Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the
Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel to many
villages of the Samaritans (Acts 8:25}.

1.5
C.
Preparation.

Caesarea

A devout man who lived in Caesarea of the band called

the Italian band was named Cornelius.

He was a centurian (Acts 10:1).

This devout man was one that feared God with all his house.
alms to the people, and prayed to God always (Acts 10:2).
an angel of God coming in unto him one day.
(Acts 10:3).

He gave much
Cornelius saw

The angel called his name

The message which was given to Cornelius at this time was

a welcomed message, for it was an answer to prayer, not just one prayer
but several prayers (Acts 10: 4 ).

Evidently Cornelius had been praying

for further light on the gospel.

Perhaps, he had even heard of some of

those events which had come to pass in Jerusa lem and Samaria, and was
longing for the same thing upon his mm home.
The instruction were given directly to Cornelius as to what he
should do.

He was to send men to Joppa and fetch one Simon, who is

surnamed Peter (Acts 10:.5).

He wa s lodging with om Simon , a tanner.

The house was located by the seaside (Acts 10:6).

Th en when the angel

left, Cornelius pre pared two of his household s ervants to malce the
journey to J oppa .
As these t wo of Cornelius' house ca\'J'l e near to J"oppa, Pete r went
up to the housetop to pray (Acts 10:9 ).

Peter became hungry and wanted

t o eat; but whi le they made ready, he fell into a trance (Acts 10:10).
W
hile he was in this trance, he saw heaven open before his eyes.
A certain vessel was descendi ng on something that looked like a great
sheet .

It wa s let down t o the earth by four corners (Acts 10:11).

Peter saw all manner of fourfooted beasts and creepi ng thi ngs of the
earth and birds of t he heaven ( Acts 10:1 2) .

When he saw thes e thi ngs ,

Pet. er wa s told t o ri se up and kill and eat (Acts 10 : 13 ) •

But Peter was

16
very reluctant because he had. been l iving according to the law &-id the
law did not al low him to eat any meat which was corrunon or unclean .

Pet er

tol d the Lord t hat he had never eaten of such food (Acts 10 :14) , but a
vo i ce came to Peter and told him that these things had been .made clean by
God, and they weFe not to be called common (Acts ·l0 : 15) .

Thi s same thing

was done three t imes and then the vessel was r eceived up into heaven o
Peter was very pe rpl exed about t hts whole situati on and wondered
wha t i t meant.

Whil e he was thinking upon the vi sion, t wo men stood

before the gate of the house (Acts 10:17) inquiring where Simon's house
was (Acts 10:18).

The Holy Spirit at that moment told Peter to arise

and go down to meet t hem not doubting becaus e they had been sent
(Acts 10:20).

Peter arose and went down to the men and a sked why they

had come and by whom they wer e sent .

They answered that they ha d been

sent by Corneli us , a ri ght eous centuri on, in respon s e to a vi s i on which
he had received fr om God by a holy arigel.

Then Peter t ook them in and

lodged t hem (Acts 10:23).
The next day Peter went to Caesar ea with cert ain men of Joppa and
the two who had come to cont act him.

Cornelius was waiting with his

kinsmen and near friends (Acts 10:24).

When Peter entered the house,

Cornelius fell down a t his fee t and worshipped him (Acts 10:25}.

But

Peter raised hi m up and they went i nto another room where the other s
were gathered together (Acts 10:27).

Then Peter gave testimony of what

happened to him on the house top and Cornelius told of the vision which
he had r eceived.

The household of Cornelius was now ready to receive

the message which had been commanded of the Lord (Acts 10:33}.
The

~ffusion

of the Holy Spirit.

Peter was again used as the

vessel through which t he message oi' God came.

He said that God i s no

l?
respecter of persons but accepts those of every nation who fear him and
work righteousness (Acts 10:35}.
The heart of Peter's message was Jesus.

1

Jesus was anointed of God

with the Holy Spirit and with power, and went about doing good, and
healing all that were oppressed of the devil (Acts 10:38).

Jesus was

crucified and raised up on the third day by God and was made manifest to
those who were chosen of God (Acts 10:40-41).

And everyone that

believes on him shall receive remission of sins {Acts 10:43).
While Peter was speakingp the Holy Spirit fell on all them that
heard the word (Acts 10:44).

The Jews who had come with Peter were

amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit was also poured out on the
Gentiles (Acts 10:45).
As was pointed out previously in this chapter, the "gift" of the
Spirit and the "baptism" of the Spirit are synonynous terms.

The Greek

again uses the aorist tense for the verb "fell" which makes it a
particular.point of action happening in the past. 18

\.IJhen Peter reported

this event to the Jerusalem Conference as recorded in Acts 15:9, he
said that the Gentiles had also received the Holy Spirit and had their
hearts cleansed by faith.

That this experience was the same as that of

Jerusalem is evidenced also by gifts which came. 19

c. w.

Ruth also

holds to the view that the House of Cornelius received the same experience
.

that the apostles did at Jerusalem.
Results.

20

The Gentiles upon whom the Holy Spirit fell spoke with

tongues and magnified God {Acts 10:46).

The gift of tongues 'WB.s the

same as that of the apostles on Pentecost. 21

!nQluded in this experience

was a cleansing of their hearts by faith (Acts 15:9).

Af'ter the Holy

Spirit fell, Peter commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus

o

18
D.
Preparation.
time.

Ephesus

Paul's first visit to Ephesus was only for a short

He went into the synagogue and reasoned wi th the Jews (Acts 18 :19),

and left Pricilla and Aquila there.

Then Paul departed for Caesarea,

promising that he would return if it was in the will of God (Acts 18:21).
Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by race had come
to Ephesus.

He was mighty in the Old Testament scriptures, fervent in

spirit, and he had been instructed in the way of the Lord (Acts 18:24-25).
He spoke and t aught accurately the things concerning Jesus, but knew only
the bapt ism of John (Acts 18:25).

Apollos spoke boldly in the synogogue.

Aquila and Prisc illa expounded the way of God more accurately after they
had heard him speak in the synagogue (Acts 18:26}.

Apoll os then went

over into Achaia and helped them much which had believed through grace.
He also powerfully confuted the Jews showing by the scriptures that
Jesus was t he Chr i st (Acts 18:27-28).
Paul came to Ephesus while Apollos was away and found t here
certai n disciples (Acts 19:1).

These disciples were asked if they had

r eceived (aorist tense point action) the Holy Spirit when they believed •.
They answered that they had not heard that the Holy Spirit had been
given (Aot s 19:2).

These disciples said that they had been baptized

into the baptism of John which Paul stated was the baptism of repentance
(Act s 19:4) .

This baptism signified that they were to believe on him

who should come, that is, on Jesus (Acts 19:4).

After they had heard

thi s and believed, they were baptized int o the name of the Lor d Jesus
{Acts 19 :.5).
~

Effusion .2f. ~ Holy Spirit.

These men had just believed on

Christ previous to Paµl's laying his hands upon them.

When Paul did

19
this, the Holy Spirit came on them (Acts 19:6).
work. 22

This too is a second

It is interesting to note that Paul did not work with others

until these twelve men had received the Holy Spirit. 23

The Greek in

this case also uses the aorist tense for the verb "came" which is used
in relation to the Holy Spirit.

This means that the reception of the

Spirit was at a specific time in the past. 24
Results.

When the Holy Spirit came upon the twelve men, they

spoke with tongues and prophesied (Acts 19:6).

This speaking and

prophesying was a continued action in the past as brought out from the
Greek imperfect tens~. 2 5
Much opposition and many false practices arose because of that
which had happened to the disciples at Ephesus.

Some were hardened

and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the multitude (Acts 19:9).
Whereupon Paul departed from these of the synagogue and separated the
disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus rather than in the
synagogue as he had done previously (Acts 19:9).
During the next two years quite a stir came to this area as a
result of the coming of the Holy Spirit in Ephesus.
God to do special miracles (Acts 19:11).

Paul was used of

The sick were healed and evil

spirits went out.
In the meantime certain Jews exorcists, went about trying to do

the same thing which Paul was doing, but they were unsuccessful and were
made to flee from the presence of an evil spirit, naked and wounded
(Acts 19:18).

And many brought their books of magical arts together and

burned them in the sight of all (Acts 19:19).
Another reaction to Paul's ministry came from the silversmiths.
A great stir came among these men, for their occupations were endangered,

20

because many who had prac"ticed idol worship turned to follow the Way
when they heard Paul teach and preach (Acts 19:23).

Thes e silversmiths

were not only concerned about their business, but they were also
concerned lest the temple of the great goddess Diana be made of no
account, and that she should even be deposed from her magnificence in as
much as all Asia and the world worshipped her (Acts 19:27).
assembly of people was near to a riot and there was
city.

Some of Paul's companions in travel

mu~h

This

confusion in the

ere seized axt

Jf

the theatre

(Acts 19:29), and when Paul attempted to enter in before the people , the
disciples prevented him.

Finally the town-cle r k, Alexander, was

successful in quieting the crowd · when he told them that their goddess
had not been blasphemed and could not be made of no account since every
one knew that t he Ephes ians were the temple keepers of the great Diana,
and of the image which fell down from Jupiter (Acts 19:36).

After the

town-clerk warned them of the danger of being accused concerning a riot
with no cause, he dismissed the assembly (Acts 19:40-41).
E.

Comparisons

As the study of the comparisons of these four events (Jerusalem,
Samaria, Caesarea and Ephesus} of the outpouring ot the Holy Spirit and
of the three phases (preparation, outpour ing or Pent ecost and result}
was conducted, it was noted by the author that when some important
characteristics ware not recorded, it does not mean that they were not
present in the event.

!
Spirit.

Comparison !-2!_ the Preparation .£!Each Outpouring of

~Holy

It is interesting to note that each of these events occurred

in a different city.

The preparation for the first outpouring of the

21

Holy Spirit was at Jerusalem.

This was the religious center of the
26
nation of Israel from the time of Iavid.
Samaria was very nearly the geographic center of the land west
of the Jordan River.

This name represents those whose blood had been

polluted by mixed marriages.

The Jews considered them dogs.

This was

the second place where the preparation for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit occurred in fulfillment to the promise in Acts 1:8.
The third place of preparation was Caesarea.
on the coast on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea.

This city was over
The inhabitants

here were Gentiles, people entirely foreign to the Jews.
A land which was considered heathen was the fourth place t hat
was the preparation ground for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Ephesus was in Asia and a center of idolatry as well as the most important
city of that area.
Places within these four cities have been noted more .specifically
where the . preparation took

pl~ce.

In Jerusalem the disciples were

gathered together in the upper chamber (Acts 1:13).

They had gathered

here when they came down from the mount called Olivet (Acts 1:11), where
they saw Jesus disappear in a cloud .(Acts 1:9).

In Caesarea the

specific place was the house of Cornelius, who was a centurion of the
Italian band (Acts 11:12).

The kinamen and near friends of Cornelius

were also gathered into his house.

The book of The Acts does not

designate any specific meeting place in Samaria or Ephesus.
The disciples of Jesus were told to wait for the promise of the
Father (Acts 1:4).

Part of their preparation at Jerusalem was to tarry

for the baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5).

The converts of

Srunaria were not reported to have waited for this promise.

They were
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quite content in their converted condition (Acts 8:8).

Those who were

gathered in the house of Cornelius at Caesarea were waiting for the
completion of the answer to Cornelius• prayer (Acts 10:24).
this group had not heard the Gospel until Peter came to them.

These of
The

disciples of Apollos at Ephesus knew only of the baptism of John.

This

was because they had not _yet had further light in the Gospel (Acts 19:2).
Paul instructed them that theirs was only a baptism unto repentance
and that they needed to believe on him who should come after him, that is,
on Jesus (Acts 19:4).

When they heard this, they were baptized into the

name of the Lord Jesus.
Prayer played a vital part in preparation for the coming of the
Holy Spirit.

In the upper chamber at Jerusalem they continued st eadfastly

with one accord in prayer in order that they might receive the Holy
Splrit (Acts 1:14).

Those of Samaria were not in prayer; but when Peter

and John were sent up there from Jerusalem after the apostles had heard
that Samaria had also received the Word (Acts 8:14) and saw their need,
they prayed that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:15).
At Samaria it was two apostles praying for other converts to receive the
Holy Spirit.

These of Samaria had given heed to the Word which they

heard with one accord.

Cornelius of Caesarea had prayed (Acts 10:4) and

Peter was led up on the housetop to pray (Acts 10:9) before the Gentiles
received the Holy Spirit.

It was implied that those in this household

were of one accord because they were waiting in the house (Acts 10:24).
The account in Acts 19 concerning Ephesus does not tell of defin ite
prayer having been offered.
While Cornelius and Peter were praying, each received a vision
from the Lord (Acts 10:4-6; 10:11-16).

This is the only one of the four
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occasions where visions were used for preparation.
Those who were to be the recipients of the Holy Spirit had been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus prior to their receiving of the
Holy Spirit with one exception.

The Gentiles of Caesarea were baptized

in the name of Jesus after they had received the Holy Spirit because they
had not yet received any of the message of the Gospel up to this time.
The

Word of God also had a prominent place in setting the stage

for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

After a season of prayer in the

upper chamber at Jerusalem, Peter rose up (Acts 1:15) to tell the group
that the scripture had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, the betrayer of
Jesus.

At Samaria Philip preached the Word.

on this occasion (Acts 8:;).

Christ was the message

There was no record of the preaching of

the Word in reference to the preparation at Caesarea.

Apollos an

Alexandrian Jew, was the messenger for the preparation at Ephesus.

He

spake and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus (Acts 18:25),
according to the Old Testament.

Paul further instructed them concerning

the difference between the baptism of John and the baptism into the name
of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5).
In only one of the four cities there was a working of signs
before the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:6-13).

This was at Samaria,

Also only in Samaria was there the casting out of unclean spirits and the
healing of the lame and the palsied (Acts 8:7)o

Joy was in Samaria too

during the preparation.

f::. Comparison of Each Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The cities
in which the outpouring of the Holy Spirit occurred were the same as
those in which preparation was made (Jerusalem, Samaria, Caesarea and
Ephesus).

I-

TABLE I

COMPARISON OF THE PREPARATION OF THE FOUR
OUTPOURINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
City

Jerusalem

Place

Uppe r Chamber

Tarrying

for the promise of
the Father 1:4
continued s teadf a stly for converts 8:15
1:14
one accord 1:14
one accord 8:6

Prayer
Unity

1:12
1:13

Samaria

8:5-9

Caesarea

Samaria

8:9

House of Cornelius
11:l2
waiting for Peter

Vision
Baptism {water)

of Jesus

:spealcer

Peter

.!:'reaching of the
Word
Message

scripture fulfilled
1:15-22
Judas the betrayer
1:15-22

working o!" si gns
.Healing
Joy

2:38

1:15

8:16

of Jesus
Philip

8:5

proclaimed
Christ

8:4

8:5

10:1

Ephesus

18:24

Ephesus

19:1

l 0: 24

Peter 10:9
Cornelius 10 :4
(together in t he
house 10:24)
Cornelius 10~4-6
Peter
10 : 11-16
of John 19:3
of Jesus 1q·6
Apollos 18:24
taufh t accurately
the things 18:2S
Jesus 18:25

amazed at signs
8 : 6-13
unclean spirits
pPlsied l ame 8:7
much joy in the city
8 :8

I'\)

~

2.5
The disciples were all together in one place {Acts 2:1) when they
were filled with the Holy Spirit at Jerusalem (Acts 2:4).
the house where they were sitting {Acts 2:2).
the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17).

This was in

In Samaria they received

The Holy Spirit fell on those in Caesarea

in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10:44; 11:15).
Spirit came on them (Acts 19:6).

And at Ephesus the Holy

According to Biederwolf these were all

a second work, the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 27
A sound as of the mighty rushing wind which filled all

the

house where they were sitting (Acts 2:2) and the appearance of tongues
parting asunder, like as of fire which sat upon each of them (Acts 2:3)
were signs which accompanied the Holy Spirit at Jerusalem.

These were

only at Jerusalem and not at the other three cities.
There were about one hundred and twenty (Acts 1:15) that were
filled with the Holy Spirit at Jerusalem.

These were Jews.

(Acts 8:6) received the Holy Spirit at Samaria.
mixed race of Jew and Gentile.

Many

These. people were a

At Caesarea those who were in the

household of Cornelius had the Holy Spirit fall on them (Acts 10:24).
These were Gentiles.

The scriptural account concerning those of Ephesus

upon whom the Holy Spirit came does not say whether these were Jews or
Gentiles, but they did come by way of the synagogue.

The nwnber at

Ephesus was about twelve men (Acts 19:7).
The . theme of this message which Peter delivered at Jerusalem
was Jesus and the Resurrection (Acts 2:14-36).

There was no message

given at Samaria at the time of the reception of the Holy Spirit, but
there was instruction and Peter and John were the instruments used
{Acts 10:14).

When Peter and John laid their hands on them, the

Samaritans received the Holy Spirito

At Caesarea Peter (Acts 10:14) was
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speaking the .message of Jesus and the Resurrection when the Holy Spir·it
fell (Acts 10:34-43).

Paul was the messenger at Ephesus.

He was

interested whether these had received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:2).
A Comparison.£!.~

Results.£!.~

Outpouring

of~

Holl Spirit.

In Jerusalem (Acts 2:4) Caesarea (Acts 10:46), and Ephesus (Acts 19:6)

there was the speaking in tongues.
the unbelieving Jews.

At Jerusalem they were the sign to

They were a sign at Caesarea to Peter and the Jews

with him, who would not have believed that this was possible to the
Gentiles.

At Ephesus they were a sign to show that the John the baptist

movement was not adequate and would vanish with a saving Gospel.
addition to this those of Ephesus prophesied (Acts 19:6).

In

The book of

The Acts does not record such action in Samaria.
In each of these accounts the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

arrested attention.

The multitude came together and were confounded

at that which was happening in Jerusalem (Acts 2:6).

At Samaria Simon,

the sorcerer, offered money to Peter that he too might lay his hands
upon someone in order that they might receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:1819). · The apostles and brethren who were in Judea and those of the
circumcision from Jerusalem certainly were attracted because they asked
Peter why he ate with the uncircumcised in Caesarea (Acts 11:3).

The

Ephesian Silversmiths really had their eyes pointed toward these
twelve who had been filled with the Holy Spirit and others who were
following in The Way, for Paul was persuading much people that there were
no gods made with hands and these silversmiths' business was in jeopardy
(Acts 19 : 26) •

One of the characteristics manifested by some was amazement.
were those who heard in their own language that marvelled (Acts 2:7).

There

TABLE II

COMPARISON OF THE ACTUAL EVENTS OF THE
OUTPOURINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

City

Jerusalem

Unity

11.ll together in one .
place 2:1
fille d 2:4

.Ba~tism

Sp1rit
Signs

of t he Holy

1:2

8:14

Samaria

rece ived

8:17

Cae sa rea

10 : 24

Ephe sus

1_9 :1

fell 10: 44; 11:15

came 19:6

House of Cornelius
11:12
Household of
Corn.el i us 10:24
Gentiles

Ephesus

8:14

Peter 10:44

Paul 19:6

ts :4

Jesus & 10:34-43
Resurrection

Reception or
Holy Spirit 19:2

Recipients

sound of wind 2:2
as fire 2 :3
House
2:2
Upper Chamber 1:3
120 disciples 1:15

many

Race

Jews

mixed-blood

Speaker

Peter

Message

Jesus &
2:14-3 6
Resurrection

ton ~ues

Place

2:14

Samaria

Peter
Joh..n
Christ

ts:l4

8:6

19:1

12 disciples
19:7
race unknown

N

-.:i
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Some wondered what it meant when they heard the one hundred and twenty
at Jerusalem who spoke in tongues (Acts 2:12).

Those who were circumcised

were amazed that the Holy Spirit should be poured out on the Gentiles too
(Acts 10:45).

The accounts of Samaria and Ephesus say nothing about the

presence of this characteristic.
Opposition always comes when God works.

There were some in

Jerusalem who mocked and said that these men who were speaking in tongues
were filled with new •fine (Acts 2:13).

opposition in Samaria and Caesarea.

The Acts does not tell of

Paul went into the synagogue at

Ephesus but some were hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way
(Acts 19:9).

The teaching of only one God brought no small stir among

those who were making idols of Diana, the goddess of

Ephesians

(Acts 19:23-28).
The power to witness was given when the Holy Spirit had come.
Beter spake boldly at Jerusalem (Acts 2:14); among the villages of the
Samaritans he testified and preached the Gospel.

In the Jerusalem

Conference Peter spake forth the truth concerning the happenings at
Caesarea (Acts 15:7).

Boldness was manifested by Paul when he went into

the synagogue at Ephesus for the purpose of reasoning and persuading as
to the things concerning the kingdom of God {Acts 19:8).
Soma were wondering what to do when they had heard Peter's
message at Jerusalem, for they had been charged with crucifying Jesus
(Acts 2:36), and they were under great conviction for their sin.
same thing had happened to Simon, the scorcerer, in Samaria.
asked Peter to pray for him (Acts 8:24).

The

For he had

When some imposters were exposed

in Ephesus, many who had practiced magical arts came confessing their
deeds (Acts 19:18).

This was not only conviction but also repentance.

29
There is no record or conviction in Caesarea for no account is given of
their witness before the multitudes.
A certain group who were converted as a result of Peter's message
at Jerusalem were instructed to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
(Acts 2:38).

The Gentiles, as has been stated before, were baptized in

the name of Jesus Christ after they received the Holy Spirit {Acts 10:48).
An interesting and vital element as the result of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit was that of the numerical increase.

After Peter's message

at Jerusalem, there were three thousand souls saved (Acts 2:41).

After

that there were those added day by day who were being saved (Acts 2:47).
Anot her increase came at Samaria when they heard the Word (Acts 8:17).
Those who were in Cornelius' house at Caesarea were added (Acts 10:44).
About twelve more of Ephesus had enlarged the group again {Acts 19:?).
Specific designation of follow up work was recorded for those of
Jerusalem.

They continued in the apostles' teaching (Acts 2:42).

reasoned in the school of Tyrannus daily when he had separated
disciples in Ephesus from those of the synagogue (Acts 19:9).

Paul

the
The facts

are not directly revealed in the book of The Acts concerning follow up
work at Samaria and Caesarea.
Signs and wonders were done through the apostles at Jerusalem
(Acts 2:43).

Those who were sick were healed, and those who were

possessed of evil spirits were delivered by the hands of
Ephesus (Acts 19:11-12).

Paul

at

Again in the accounts given of Samaria and

Caesarea there is no reference to this characteristic of miracles.
Only in Jerusalem was there common property and a distribution
to each as he had need (Acts 2:44-45).
(Acts 2:46).

Unity prevailed at Jerusalem too

For they continued steadfastly with one accord in the temple.
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The hearts of those who had received -the Holy Spirit were full of
joy.

God received praise at jerusalem and was glorified because of what

had happened at Caesarea to the Gentiles (Acts 2:47; 11:18).

Certainly

those of these two cities had reason to be joyous because their hearts
had been cleansed by faith
Although the scriptural

when the Holy Spirit came

record does not

(Acts 15:9).

ascribe these last

t wo

characteristics to Sameria and Caesarea, the author is convinced that
they were present.
F.
Summary.

Summary and Conclusions

In this chapter it wa s found that there were four

definite places where the Holy Spirit was poured forth.

These places

were Jerusalem, the religious center of the jews; Samaria, the center
of the mixed-blood population; Caesarea, in the home of a Roman soldier;
and Ephesus, the territory of the heathen.
In each of these cities there was a definite period of preparation
for the receiving of the Holy Spirit.

The most prominent characteristics

were: waiting for the promise of the Father, being of one accord, prayer,
preaching of the Word and the working of signs and miracles.

Peter was

the leading personality as the group waited for the Holy Spirit to come.
When the Holy Spirit came upon each of these groups, He wrought
the same work in the hearts of the different individuals, however the
outward manifestations through these lives were not always the same.
Each time the Holy Spirit came, it was upon a different type of people.
The Word of God played an important part in the receiving of the Holy
Spirit.
Marvelous results came from the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

TABLE III
COMPARISON OF THE RESULTS OF THE OUTPOURlliGS

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
City

IJeru·salem

Demonstration

!tongues

Arrested attention

lmultitude came 2 :6

Amazement
Opposition
Bold speakinO'

Samaria
2:4

tongues
Simon offerd money
8:18-1Q

lnarvelled at tongues
2:'7- 12
~ ocking
2:13
.spake with buldness
:2 : 14 : 15 : '7 : 19 : 8

Convicti on

Caesarea

.rvhat shall we do?

Ephesus

10:46

tongues 19:6
nroT.1hecv 1 q • r..
no gods made with

eating with the
11n~i "T'rrnm~i l'IP.n

circumcised

11 •"Z
10 : 4.5

h"'nfl!'l

Diana of Ephesian
sueakinv evil 1Q•O
testified and preacher
8:12
pray for me 8:24

confessing deeds

2:3'7

Ee.ptism (water)

b f Jesus

Numerical increase

13, ooo

Follow up

2:38

1q:18

of Jesus

souls 2:41
they that heard the
those saved 2 : 4'7
word
8:1'7
1~ onti nued in apostles'
t.eachiniz
Bigns and wonders

10:48

those in Cornelius
IHl""l11!'1A

all things common

Unity

bne accord

Joy

praised God

Clean heart

by faith

19:'7

S~ ocl ~fyraMus
1Q • Q
.
~ ick

::> :4. ~

Common property

lrwelve men

l()oAA

I

~iracles

~o

lQ•?"Z

of evil spi ri tE
10 · 11_,.,

2 :46
2: 47

15:9

glorified God
;) y

faith

15: 9

11:18
'-"'

I-'
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There was. speaking in tongues 9 miracles , an attraction of the multitudes,
a speaking with boldness (which included the preaching of the Word) ,
conviction , great numer:l.cal increase , a clean heart and a continuing
steadfastly in the apostles ' teaching .
ConclUs:i.ons .
1.

The following are conclusions of this chapter:

Prayer and the preaching of the Word of God was very signifi-

cant in relation to the four effusions of the Holy Spirit .
2.

Different personalities were used by God in these several

events, but Peter was used the most .

Peter , John , Paul, Philip

and

Apollos were the chief men who were used of God.

3.

Those who waited for the Holy Spirit in the proper spirit

were the recipients of the third person of the Trinity.
4.

The Greelc verbs whi ch were used in relation to the coming

of the Holy Spirit in each of these four instances were in the aorist
tense ,. signifying that this was an instantaneous act accomplished in
the past .

5. Many were added to the Way as a result of the pouring forth
of the Holy Spi rit o

CHAPTER III
THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN PERSONAL EXPERIBNCE
The book of The Acts has given excellent material concerning the
work of the Holy Spirit with the individual.

The work of the Holy Spirit

is not limited to a group of people, even though he has done great things
in some groups and through some groups.

The Holy Spirit also does

wonderful things in the life of the individual.
The author has divided this chapter into five sections.
been done in order to avoid as much confusion as possible.

This has

There were

several terms used in the book of The Acts which refer to the same
experience, and again some of these terms were used wi th a special
meaning.

The material was arranged in the following manner:

(1) the

baptism of the Holy Spirit in personal experience; (2) the pouring
forth of the Holy Spirit in personal experience; (3) the receiving of
the Holy Spirit in personal experience; (4) the filling of the Holy
Spirit in personal experience; (5) the Holy Spirit speaking through the
individual.
Ao

~

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit in Personal Experience
Baptism Promised.

The promise of the baptism of the Holy

Spirit was given by Jesus to the disciples just before He ascended into
heaven (Act s 1:5).

This baptism was the promise of the Father and was

very impo.rtant (Acts 1:4).

The disciples were to wait in Jerusalem

until they had received this baptism of the Holy Spirit {Acts 1:4)o
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They were not told to wait a definite period of time, but they were told
to wait until they had received this baptism.

The baptism of the Holy

Spirit was to be not many days hence (Acts 1:5).

This baptism was an

operation of the Holy Spirit distinct from his regenerating work.

28

When Peter had been through several ri ch personal experiences in
the Holy Spirit, and especially after the Holy Spirit had come upon the
Gentiles, he remembered the promise which the Lord made that they would
be baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:16).

Peter was talking

with

those of the circumcision at Jerusalem about those who were uncircumcised
when he remembered the promise.
Peter connected heart cleansing with the baptism of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 15:8-9).

This cleansing of the heart came by faith.

It was

a

personal experience wrought in each one who received the Holy Spirit.
In this passage Peter reported to the Jerusalem Conference that those of
Caesarea who had received the Holy Spirit had also received a clean heart
by

faith.

But Peter also related that this had occurred at Jerusalem

too.
B.

The Pouring Forth of the Holy Spirit in Personal Experience
When the Holy Spirit had come on t he day of Pentecost, Peter rose

up to explain to those who were present and especially to the mockers
that this event had come in fulfillment of prophecy.

Peter announced

that God was fulfilling His word which was spoken through Joel ,

the

prophet (Acts 2:16).
The prophecy of Joel said that God would pour forth of His Spirit
upon all flesh in the last days: and the sons and the daughters were

to

\

prophesy, and the young men were to see visions, and the old men were to
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dream dreams (Acts 2:17).

This was to be a personal experience under

the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit was to be poured forth also on the servants, or
bond.men, and upon the handmaidens, or bondmaidens, and they were
prophesy also (Acts 2:18).

to

The pouring forth of the Holy Spirit was

directly connected with the personal experience of prophesying which
had just happened at Pentecost.
In Acts 2:3 Peter stated that Jesus was at the

righ~

hand of God

and received the promise of the Holy Spirit and then poured forth
same Holy Spirit upon the disciples.

that

Jesus did not pour forth the Holy

Spirit until the authority was given to him

by

the Father.

Here

the

promise of the Father and the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit are spoken
of as being the same.

Some had a direct experience with the Holy Spirit

while others only saw and heard that · which was poured forth.
Upon the Gentiles was poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit also
(Acts 10:45).
gift.

In each case the pouring forth of the Holy Spi rit was

a

It could not be obtained by any other method than receiving it. by

faith.

This was a gift from the Father because He had

(Acts 5:32).

God not only allowed the Jews the

promised

it

privilege of having His

Spirit, but He also gave the Spirit to the Gent iles, making no distinction
of race.

God intended this pouring out of the Holy Spirit to be

a

direct personal experience.
C.

The Receiving of the Holy Spirit in Personal Experience

Receiving the

Q!!!. Jesus told the disciples that they would

receive power to witness when the Holy Spirit was come upon
1:8).

them (Acts

This power in witnessing was to be with them to the uttermost part
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of the earth.

The experience of witnessing was to be under the guidance

of the Holy Spirit o
The multitude, which was attracted to the place of the pouring
forth of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost at Jerusalem, were
pricked in their heart when they had heard Peter's message (Acts 2:37).
This was a different experience with the Holy Spirit than has thus far
been discussed in this chapter.

But this was a preparatory stage to the

actual personal experience of the receiving of the Holy Spirit.

Peter

instructed these who were under conviction to repent and be baptized in
t he name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of sins and the gift of the
Holy Spirit would be received by them.
Those who heard the Word at Samaria under the preaching of Philip
had not yet received the Holy Spirit.

There was much joy in the city;

but when Peter and John came up from Jerusalem, they noticed that the
Samaritans had not yet received the Holy Spirit.

When Peter and John

had prayed and laid their hands upon them, they received the Holy Spirit
(Acts 8:17).

The concern of Peter and John manifested for these

Samaritans was because they had personally experienced the receiving of
the Holy Spirit and wanted the Samaritans to have the same experience.
As Simon, the sorcerer, watched the proceedings, he was very
interested in being able to lay his hands upon people that they might
receive the Spirit.

Simon tried to purcha se this power with money,

but as has been stated previously in thi s chapter the Holy Spirit was
given as a gift.

Simon saw others receive the Holy Spirit, the direct

personal experience, but did not himself receive the Spirit.
The Gentiles of Caesarea who heard the Word were also spoken of
by Peter as having had a direct personal experience with the Holy Spirit.
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They had received t he Holy Spi ri t and had spoken with tongues and had
magnified God {Acts 10:46).

The pouring out (Acts 10:45) and the

receiving (Acts 10:47) of the Holy Spiri t are spoken of a s being the same
in this passage.

In Acts 15:8-9 Peter at the Jerusalem Conference

reported that those of Caesarea had the_i r hea rts cle ansed by faith when
they received the Holy Spirit.
When Paul had come to Ephesus the second time, his first question
t o certai n disciples was upon the subject of receiving the Holy Spirit.
Paul laid his hands upon twelve men and they received the Holy Spirit
(Acts 19:6).

This was a personal experience with the Holy Spirit.

As

the Spirit came upon them , they spake with tongues, and prophes ied.
The Holy Spirit was in charge.
D.

The Filling of the Holy Spirit in Personal Experience

Being Filled with the Spirit.

The verb "fill is used in refe r ence

with two diff erent kinds of experiences in the book of The Acts.

The

first is in ref er ence to the time when the Holy Spirit comes i n baptismal
powero 29 The second is in reference to the time when the Holy Spirit
comes in an occasional expe ri ence for a special purpose.30
In either case the filling of the Holy Spirit
is nothing l ess than the very presence of God
himself working his unhindered will in the human
souJ. . in which is exper ienced his power of mastery
over the sin principle and whatever of the divine
ene r gy is necessary for the highest results in
service of suffering . 31
About one hundred and twenty disciples were filled with the Holy
Spiri t on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4 ).

The verb "filled" in this

passage is used with reference to the baptismal power of the Holy Spirit.3 2
Under the moving of the Spirit these disciples spoke with other tongues

(Acts 2:4).

This personal experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit

was a time when the recipients received a clean heart by faith (Acts 15:9).
Paul was on the road to Damascus when he met the Lord.
struck blind by the light from heaven (Acts 9:3-8).

was

He

After he had received

instruction from Jesus, Paul arose and was led to Damascus

(Acts 9:8).

While Paul was praying, a man named Ananias came to him and laid

his

hands upon him that he might receive his sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17).

It is important to notice that this was a

direct personal experience.

Again tha scripture records the fact

of

prayer and the laying on of hands in connection with the filling with the
Holy Spirit.

This is the first account in the book of The Acts which

tells of Paul's being filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Greek uses

the

aorist tense which designates an act which has been completed, a momentary
occurrence. 33
Later in Paul's Christian life he met a sorcerer in

Paphos.

Elyrnas, the sorcerer, attempted to turn aside the proconsul, Sergius
Paulus, from the faith (Acts 13:8).

When Elymas withstood them, Paul

received a special filling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:9) to meet the
attack and the Lord through Paul made this man to be blind (Acts 13:11).
Peter and John were being used greatly of the Lord in the power
of the Holy Spirit when some of the religious hierarchy objected to that
which was being accomplished.

The priest, the captain of the temple

and the Sadducees came upon Feter and John, and laid hands upon them and
put them in ward until the next day (Acts 4:3)o

At the appointed

time

Peter and John were brought in the presence of Annas, the high priest,
and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred
of the high priest (Acts 4:6).

Then the question was proposed to these
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t wo apost les by what power th ey had done the mighty miracles.

Peter,

fille d with the Spirit (Acts 4:8) , told them that all that had been
accomplished wa s done in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth (Acts 4:10).
This "filling " with the Holy Spirit was a work by God in special
preparation for the task which was before Peter.

This filling was a

personal experience which gave strength to Peter in order that he mi ght
stand before this group and speak forth with boldness .

The thought

which is brought out by the Greek is that of some thing which has been
definilely done. 34
After Peter and John had been t hreatened by the reli gious hierarchy
(Acts 4:18), t hey were relea sed (Acts 4:23).

These t wo st aunch disciples

went back to their own company and reported all that had happened.

This

report stirred all t heir hearts and the y began to cry out to the Lord for
strengt h to speak the Word vlith boldness (Act s 4:29) and that t he Lord
mi ght stretch forth his hand t o heal; and that si gns and wonders might
be done t hr ough t he name of Jesus (Acts 4:30) .

Now when they had

fin ished praying , the place was shaken wherein the y were gathered
together; and they were all filled vdth the Holy Spirit and spake the
Word with boldness (Acts 4:31).

When this group ha d prayed together,

they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

Their prayers had been answered.

They had received just exactly that for whi ch they had asked.
was a special filling to do a certain task.35

This

After having been filled

with the Spirit on this occasion the apostles gave their witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power {Acts 4:33).
was a

This action

personal experience through the Holy Spirit.
There was a little disturbance among the Grecian Jews because

their widows were being neglected in the da ily ministration (Acts 6:1).
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When this was called to the attention of the twelve apostles, they
directed the multitude of disciples to select seven men of good report,
full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom (Acts 6:3).

These men who were

chosen had been filled with the Holy Spirit sometime previously,
was a direct experience with the Holy Spirito

Theirs

This passage teaches very

clearly the importance of being full of the Holy Spirit in order to be
able to administer the affairs of the kingdom of God, even in more
temporal matterso
Stephen was one of the seven men that was chosen by the Grecian
Jews.

He was able to do great wonders and signs among the people

(Acts 6:8) because he was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Upon examining

the text it is evident that this was a personal experience.

The

opposition was not able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by which
he spake (Act 6:10).

When Stephen had spoken to those who were extremely

opposed to him and had charged them of persecuting the prophets and
killing them that prepared the way of the Righteous One (Aets ?:52), they
were really convicted in t.heir hearts.

Because Stephen was full of t.he

Holy Spirit (Aets 7:55), he had no fear; but only looked into heaven and
saw the Son of man standing on the right hand of God (Acts ?:56).

By

this

time the crowd was so angry that they stoned Stephen to death.
A dispersion caused by persecution resulted from Stephen's death.
Some of the disciples travelled as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and
Antioch; but these spoke the Word only to the Jews (Acts 11:19).

others

of Cyprus and Cyrene went to Antioch and preached the Lord Jesus unto
the Greeks (Acts 11:20).

Many believed and turned unto the Lord.

When

this report reached those in Jerusalem, they sent Barnabas to Antioch
(Aets 11:22).

Barnabas had been filled with the Holy Spirit and exhorted
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those of Antioch to cleave unto the Lord.
to t he Lord (Acts 11:24 ).

There were much people added

Barnabas wa s chosen for t his task because he

had been filled with the Holy Spi rit.

He had directly experienced the

work of the Holy Spirit in his life.
There were Jews in Antioch of Pisidia that were jealous because
· the Gentiles had also received ·t;he message of salvation through faith
in Christ (Acts 13:45).

The Gentiles were very gl a d to receive

the

message from the Word (Acts 13 :48 ); but the Jews assisted in stirring up
a persecution aga inst Barnabas and Paul (Acts 13:50).

These two disciples

then shook the dust off their feet and journeyed to Iconium (Acts 13:51).
The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:52).
When the Holy Spi rit filled these di sciples, it was a personal experienc e .
E.

The Holy Spirit Speaks in Pers onal Experience

The Holy Spirit Speaking Through the Individual .

Peter related to

the one hundred and t wenty in the upper room before Pentecost tha t

the

Holy Spirit s poke by the mouth of Dav id concerning Judas, who was guide
to them that took Jesus (Acts 1:16 •

In the Old Testament the

Holy

Spirit t oJ d of ·one of Jesus enemies.

He revealed beforehand tha t there

was one who would betray Christ .
As Pete r and J ohn had gathered together with the rest of their
ovm company after having be1:.n before the rellgious hierarchy (Acts 4: 23) ,
the company lifted their voice in one accord to God and brought before
him another message which had been spoken by the Holy Spirit through
the mouth of David (Acts 4:24) .
David .

This was a personal experience

for

This message was an interrogati on concerning the raging of the

Gentiles , the vain imaginat ions of the peoples, the kings of the earth
arraying themselves , and the rulers gathering together against the Lord
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and against his Anoin·ted ( · cts 4: 25-26).

This passage reveals that

there was much confusion among those who were not following the way of
the disciples of Christ.
Stephen was a man of good report a!!d full of the Holy Spi rit and
wi sdom.

When he arose to speak the Word, there were many disciples added

in Jerusalem and a great company of priests were obedient to the faith
(Acts 6:7).

Because of these wonderful results some of the synagogue

of the Libertines, and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians , and of
them of Cilicia and Asia disputed with Stephen (Acts 6:9).

But they

were not able, or did not have the strength, to withstand the wisdom and
the Spirit by which he spoke. 36

These could not withstand Stephen

because he had a personal experience with the Holy Spirit.

Here again

the Holy Spirit is speaking to the confusion of unbelievers by bringing
forth a message full of power and righteousness.
The message of salvation has just had a great effect in the city
of Antioch.

When prophets came down from Jerusalem unto Ant;ioch (Acts

11:27), one of them named Agabus stood up and signified by the Spiri t
that there

~as

to be a great famine over all the world.

revealed by the Holy Spiri·t; concerned all the world.
message of disaster.

This message

It was another

It was spoken through one who was mentioned only

twice in the book of The Acts , but through one who had a direct personal
experie~ce

with the Holy Spirit.

Paul was on his third missionary journey when he CaJlle to Tyre and
had certain disciples speak to him through the Spirit not to go
Jerusalem {Acts 21:4).

to

After kneeling down on the beach and having

prayer, Paul bade farewell and got on board ship (Acts 21:5-6).

From

Tyre they sailed to Ptolemais, then on to Caesarea where Philip

the
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evangelist lived (Acts 21:9) .

It was here that Agabus , the prophet who

had come from judaea, took Paul's girdle and bound his own feet and hands
(Acts 21 :10) .

Then he gave the message which the Holy Spirit spoke , "So

shall the je ·rs at Jerusalem bind the man that ovmeth this girdle , and
shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles" (Acts 21:11) . The Holy
Spirit again revealed a message of coming t I'agedy.

After Paul had arrived in Rome , a great number came unto

him.

This afforded an opportunity for Paul to testif y concerning the Kingdom
of God and Jesus (Acts 28:23) .
and some believed not .

Having heard the message , some believed

Then Paul reminded them of a certain word which

the Holy Spirit had spoken through the prophet Isaiah.

This message

told of those who would hear and not understand ; see and not perceive
because their hearts were waxed , their ea rs dull of hearing
eyes closed (Acts 28 :26-27) .

Lest they should see

and understand with their heart

ai~d

and their

and perceive , hear

turn again to God (Acts 28 : 27).

This word from the Holy Spirit was another discouraging message , in that
it told of those who would hear the message but would not receive it.
F.

Summary.

Summary and Conclusions

This chapter has revealed that individuals

personal experiences with the Holy Spirit.

did

have

They were baptized with

the

Holy Spirit and also had the personal experience of having the Holy
Spirit poured forth on them4
persons .

The Holy Spirit was•received by some

Individuals had the personal experience of being filled with

the Holy Spirit, and Hs spoke through others.
Conclusions.
J. .

The f ollowing are some conclusions of this chapter:

The pouring forth of the Holy Spirit is directly connected
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with the personal experience of prophesying .
2.

The promise of the Father and the pouring f orth of the Holy

Spi r it are spoken of as being the 80.llle experience .

3.

Conviction and r epent ance are necessary steps to r eceiving

the Holy Spirit .
4.

The pouring out and the rece iving of the Holy Spirit are

s poken of as being the same experience .

5.

The true s peaking i n tongues was under

~Ghe

immediate

direction of the Holy Spirit .

6. The infilling of the Holy Spirit gave personal boldness to
s peak.

7. Pi-ayer is a vital instrument in being filled with the Holy
Spirit .

8. A man ho is f illed with the Holy Spirit gets a real (full)
vis i on of God.

9. One who is f ill ed with the Holy Spirit can adequately lead
others i nto the Kingdom of God .

a

10.

Joy accompanied the filling with the Holy Sp_irit .

11 .

The messages given directly by the Holy Spirit held more of

~arning

12.

aspect than of promise.
The Holy Spirit s poke t hrough Old Testament personaliti es

as wel l as through Ne

Testament personalities.

CHAPTER

IV

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The quality of leadership is ascribed to the Holy Spirit in the
book of The Acts.

The Holy Spiri t displayed the quality of leadership

in establishing the Church.

He also led individuals in other matters

as well.
Jesus had trained disciples for the purpose of spreading the
Gospel.

Their training included observation, education and practice.

With all that they had received from Jesus directly, He tol d them that
they were not ready to begin the task.

Jesus knew that He must ascend

into heaven, and just before this event took place, He instructed his
disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until they had received the Holy Spirit.
This same Holy Spirit was to take the place in the lives of the disciples
which Jesus had formerly held, and even more so.

The Holy Spirit was to

lead the persons whom He filled and He was also to lead in the extension
of the Church.
There were some good events recorded in the book of The Acts which
were not recorded a s having been under the stated leadership of the Holy
Spirit.

But previous references have revealed that men who were filled

with the Holy Spirit were also led by Him continually.

God has given the

Holy Spirit to them that obey Him and it is evident that those who obey
Him are led by His Spirit.

In this chapter the leadership of t he Holy Spirit has been
considered in the following manner: (1) in reference to individuals,
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and the Church; and (2) in reference to Paul's missionary journeys.
The leadership of the Holy Spirit in reference to individuals and
the Church has been considered together because of the great overlapping.
When the Holy Spirit led an individual, it was always in relation to the
work and for the benefit of the Church.

Then, Paul's missionary journeys

have been considered separately because they are so distinctive,
because there is one personality that is central.

and

Other persons were

used but Paul was the real leader under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
A.

The Leadership of the Holy Spirit in Reference
to Individuals and the Church

The leadership of the Holy Spirit was displayed in the life of
the Church on the very day that He came to Jerusalem, the day of
Pentecost.

When the Holy Spirit had come upon the one hundred

twenty disciples, they spoke in other tongue s (Acts 2:4).
marvelous thing.

and

This was a

It was a miracle; for those who spoke in other tongues

were Galileans (Acts 2:7) and those who heard them speak were of many
different tongues.

These people of the different nations heard

disciples speak in their own languages (Acts 2:8).

the

Those who heard in

their own language were Parthians, Medes, Elamites, dwellers of
Mesopotamia, Judaea, Cappadocia, Fontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt,
Libya, Rome, Cretans and Arabians (Acta 2:9-11}.
There were some in the crowd who observe d the proceeding and did
not know what it all meant (Acts 2:12).

Peter who had just been filled

with the Holy Spirit stood up and spoke to the multitude (Acts 2:14),
reminding them that

thi.~

event was in fulfillment of that which

prophet Joel had spoken (Acts 2:16).

the

Under the leadership of the Holy

Spirit Peter continued to tell the crowd of the mighty signs and wonders
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which God had done in their midst through his Son, Jesus Christ (Acts
2:22).

Then Peter told this crowd that they had crucified this Jesus

(Acts 2:36), but God raised Him up from the dead (Acts 2:24).
The people who were seeing and hearing that which was done when
the promised Holy Spirit was poured forth (Acts 2:33}

were pricked in

their hearts and inquired of the apostles as to what they should
(Acts 2:37).

do

They were told to repent and be baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ unto the remission of their sins; and then they
receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).

would

Three thousand souls were added

to the Church that day (Acts 2:41).

The power of the Holy Spirit continued to operate through
apostles as they did many signs and wonders (Acts 2:43).

the

These were

signs and wonders which Joel spoke of in his prophecy as Peter had
quoted it (Acts 2:18-19}.
things common (Acts 2:44).
from the common treasury.

Those who believed and. were together had all
The need of every man was taken care

of

As they continued together in one accord in

the temple praising God, the Lord added to them each day those who were
being saved (Acts 2:47).
Under the leadership of the Holy Spiri t normal insignificant acts

were used to bring much glory to the name of God.

Such was the event of

Peter and John going into the temple to pray (Ac·cs 3:1).

At

the door of

the temple there was a lame man who asked for alms of them that went in-!io
the temple to worship (Acts 3:2).
they had none to give.

He asked alms of Peter and John but

Peter took this lame man by the hand and raised

him up (Acts 3:7); his legs were made strong and he was able to walk

(Acts ;:9).

This was one or the signs and wonders which Joel said would

come with the pouring forth ot the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:18-19).
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This miracle caused a crowd to gather before Peter and John and
the way was opened for Peter to preach another message.

Again,

his

message centered upon Jesus, the Righteous One (Acts 3:14} as promised
in Acts 1:8.

The men ot Israel who heard this message were accused of

killing the Prince of life (Acts 3:15).

These people had done this in

ignor ance according to Peter, and were commanded to repent and
again in order that their sins might be blott ed out (Acts 3:19).

turn
Many

heard the Word and bel ieved: the number of men being about five thousand
(Acts 4:4}.
While this message was being delivered, the priests, the captain
of the temple and the Sadducees laid hands on Peter and John and put them
in ward (Acts 4:3).

The next day these two disciples were brought before

some of the reli gious council and questioned where they received the
power to do this miracle (Acts 4:?).

Then Peter, filled with the Holy

Spirit, spoke under His guidance that this thing had been done in the
name of Jesus (Acts 4:10).

The boldness of Peter and John was manifested

as they charged this group of the religious hierarchy that they too

had

crucified Jesus (Acts 4:10).
When these religious leaders saw the healed man standing before
them, they could say nothing against it (Acta 4 :14).

These leaders did

not know what to do With Peter and John, so they threatened them

that

they should not speak in t hat name anymore (Acts 4 :17), and let them go
(Acts 4:21).
Peter and John went back to their own company after this miracle
had been wrought and reported to them what had happened (Acts 4:23).
When this group called upon God in pr ayer, the place was shaken wherein
they were gathered together; and they were filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they spoke the Word of God with boldness (Acts 4:.31).

Those who
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were there were of one heart and one soul, and their possessions
common to all (Acts 4:32).

were

The Holy Spirit led the apostles to witness

in great power to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 4:33).

Their

possessions were being laid at the apostles' feet and they distributed
unto each one according to his need (Acts 4:35).

Joseph, who

the

by

apostles was surnamed Barnabas, sold a field which he possessed and laid
the money at the apostles' feet (Acts 4:37).
Holy Spirit guided the

It is evident that

the

action of these disciples because of the result

of the next event which has been considered.
A man and his wife sold their possessions too and came and laid
part of the money at the apostles' feet.

Peter, led by the Holy Spirit,

asked the man, Ananias, why he had lied and kept back part of the money
(Acts 5:3).

When he heard t hese words, Ananias fell dovm and died and

those that heard it had great fear (Acts 5:5).

Sapphira, the wife

of

Ananias, came looking for him and when she was confronted by Peter with
her part in the lie, she also died and was carried out and was
(Acts 5:10).

buried

The whole Church and all that heard these things had great

fear (Acts 5:11).
Many s igns and wonders were done by the hands of the apostles and
multitudes of men and women were added to the Lord (Acts 5:14).
were gathered

fr~~

Many

the cities round about Jerusalem, bringing many people

who were afflicted, and t hey were all healed (Acts 5:16).
The high priest rose up and all they that were with him (which is
the sect of the Sadducees) were filled wit h jealousy and laid hands on
the apostles, and put them in public ward (Acts 5:17-18).

But

during

the night an angel of the Lord came and opened the prison doors and
brought the apostles out (Acts 5:19) and instructed them to go and speak
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in the temple _(Acts 5:20).

The next day they were found in the temple

teaching the people {Acts 5:25).

Again, the apostles were taken before

the couneil and charged not to teach in tha name of Jesus (Acts 5:28).
Being guided by the Holy Spirit because they had been filled with

the

Holy SpirH, the apostles answered that they had to obey God: the

God

who raised up Jesus.

This was the same Jesus whom these opposers had

slain (Acts 5:30).
The apostles were released, but before they were let go,

they

were beaten and charged not to speak in the name of Jesus (Acts 5:40).
Departing from the presence of the council, the apostles rejoiced that
they had been counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the Name (Acts .5:41).
Every day they taught and preached Jesus as the Christ in the temple and
at home (Acts 5:42).

The Holy Spirit was their leader for He had given

them power to speak.
When the nu.mbe:t• of disciples were multiplying in those days, there
arose a mu:nnuring of the Grecian Jews against the Hebrews, because their
widows were neglected in the daily ministration (Acts 6:1).

Then the

multitude of the disciples were directed by the twelve to elect seven
men of good report and full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom to take care
of their widows (Acts 6:3).

The apostles prayed and laid their hands

upon these seven men (Acts 6:6).

With the Holy Spirit as the leader,

the Word of God increased and the number of disciples multiplied greatly
and a great company of the priests were obedient (Acts 6:7).
One of the seven Grecian Jews named Stephen being guided by the
Holy Spirit, wrought great signs among the people (Acts 6:8} in fulfillment of Joel's prophecy (Acts 2:18-19}.

The opposition rose up against

Stephen and they set up false witnesses against him before the com1cil
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{Acts 6:13), but this did not stop Stephen from vdtnessing to the work of
Jesus (Acts 6:14).

He related to the council the history of the Hebrew

people beginning with Abraham (Acts ?:2) and ending with the accusation
that those who were present resisted the Holy Spirit as their

fathers

did (Acts 7:51) and were responsible for the murdering of the Righteous
One (Acts 7:52).
This message so convicted them that they rose up
Stephen to death (Acts 7:59).

His last words were

and

stoned

spoken under

the

guidance of the Holy Spirit for he cried to the Lord that this sin would
not be laid to their charge (Acts 7:60).
Great persecution arose against the Church at Jerusalem in that
day and all but the apostles were scattered throughout
Judaea and Samaria (Acts 8: 1).
about preaching the Word.
unto them (Acts 8:5).

the region

Those who were scattered

of

abroad went

Philip went to Samaria and preached

Christ

Multitudes gave heed to the Word when they heard,

and saw the signs which he did (Acts 8: 6).

It is evident that all this

was done under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
When the news of the conversion of these Samaritans
Jerusalem, Peter and John went up to examine the work.

When

had

reached

they saw

the need of the Samaritans, they prayed that they might receive the Holy
Spirit (Acts 8:15)s and when these two disciples laid their

hands on

t,hese Samaritans, they received the Holy Spirit {Acts 8 :17) • . Because
Peter and John were filled with the Holy Spirit and aided others in the
receiving of the Holy Spirit 9 it is evident that they were led by

the

Holy Spirit.

An angel of the Lord directed Philip to go to the way that
from Jerusalem to Gaza (Acts 8:26).

leads

On this way in the desert there was

;2
was an Ethiopian eunuch who had come t o Jerusalem to worship (Acts 8:27) .
As be was ret urning to his home in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah (Acts 8:28).

At thi s time the Holy Spirit led Philip to

this eunuch, and directed him what he was to preach (Acts 8:29).
preached Jesus to the eunuch (Acts 8:35) and he believed and
baptized in the water by Philip (Acts 8:38).

He

was

When t hey came up out of

the water, the SpiTit of the Lord caught Philip away (Acts 8:39) and he
was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached the Gospel to all

the cities till he came to Caesarea (Acts 8:40).
A young man by the name of Saul breathed threatening and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord (Acts 9:1) .

He had obtained

letters

from the high priest which gave him permission to go to Damascus t o seek
out Chri stians and bring them bound to Jerusalem (Acts 9:2), but
was never able to carry out this task.

Saul

For it was on the way to Damascus

that he met the Lord and was struck blind. (Acts 9:9).

Saul was led

Damascus by those who were with him (Acts 9:8), and for three days

was without sigh·i; and did neither eat nor drink.

In the meantime

to

he
God

spoke to Ananias in a vision concerning that which was happening to Saul
at that verj· time in the city.

Ananias was led by the Holy Spirit to

the place where Saul was praying (Acts 9:17), and he reported that ha
had been sent in order that Saul might receive his sight and be filled
1ith the Holy Spirit .

Ananias could not have given to Saul that which

he did not have himself.
(Acts 9:18) .

The account says that Saul received his sight

I t is evident by that which followed that he also received

the Holy Spirit.
Saul then went int o the synagogues and proclaimed the message
that Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 9:20).

Those who heard him were

53
amazed, but Saul grew stronger and confounded the Jews that dwelt

at

Damascus with his message (Acts 9:22).

A plot to kill Saul caused the disciples to help him escape (Acts
9:25).

When he came to J"erusalem, the disciples were afraid of him (Acts

9: 26) , but Barnabas brought him to the apostles and declared unto them
the experiences of Saul at Damascus (Acts 9:27).

While Saul was

with

the other disciples at Jerusalem, certain Grecia.n Jews sought to kill
him (Acts 9:29).

When this was known by the brethren, they took

to Caesarea and from there he went to Tarsus (Acts 9:30).

him

Holy

The

Spirit certainly protected the disciples during this time.
At this time the Church throughout all Judaea, Galilee
Samaria had peace.

and

They were led by the Holy Spirit and dwelt in peace

being edified; and walked in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:31).

In this condition the Church was multiplied.

Peter who had been filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4) went
throughout all parts and was led by the Holy Spirit to the saints
Lydda (Acts 9:32).

at

It was here that a man, Aeneas, who had been sick of

the palsy for eight years was healed (Acts 9:34).

All that saw him

at

Lydda and in Sharon turned to the Lord.
Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit the Church extended
another direction .at this time .
Caesarea (Acts 10:1).

in

A certain man, Cornelius lived in

He was a devout manp one who feared God with all

his house, and gave much alms to the people and prayed to God always
(Acts 10:2).

Then one day in a vision an angel of God came and reported

t hat Cornelius' prayers

and alms had been obaerved by God (Acts 10:4),

and that he should send men to Joppa to fetch Petar (Ac'i.;s 10:5).
he did (Acts 10:8).

Thi s
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The next day Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, was led up
the housetop to pray.

on

He became hungry and wanted to eat (Acts 10:10).

While they were preparing the table, Peter fell into a trance and was
taught by God that the meat which He had cleansed was not to be counted
common (Acts 10:14).

Peter was much perplexed in himself what the vision

which he had seen might mean (Acts 10:1?).
As Peter was thinking over the vision, the men who had been sent
by Cornelius were at the gate (Acts 10:18).

Peter was led by the Holy

Spirit to go down and meet these men {Acts 10:19).
their mission, Peter
(Acts 10:23).

in~ited

When he had heard of

them to come in and lodged them that night

The following day Petsr and certain brethren went to

Joppa to the house of Cornelius in Caesarea (Acts 10:23) where he f ound
Cornelius waiting with his kinsmen and near friends (Acts 10:24}.
Aa Peter entered the house, Cornelius fell down to

orship him

but Peter raised him up and instructed Cornelius that he was not to be
worshipped (Acts 10:26) 0 Peter told Cornelius of his experience on the
housetop, and Cornelius related his vision to Peter.

The stage was now

set and Cornelius invited Peter to tell them the things that he had been
commanded of God to speak (Acts 10:33).
Peter then spoke forth the message of Jesus Christ:

his ministry,

his crucifixion, his death, his resurrection , and his present position
and future work.

While Peter spoke, the Holy Spirit fell on them that

heard the Word (Acts 10 :44).

These who received the Holy Spirit spoke

in other tongues and magnified God under the guidance of the Holy Spiri t
(Acts 10:46) .

Following this event they were baptized in the name of the

Lord Jesus {Acts 10:48).
When Peter returned to Jerusalem, those who were of the circumcision
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questioned him on the matter of eating with the uncircumcised (Acts 11:3) .
In answer Peter told them of the visi on which he ha d on the housetop while
in Joppa (Acts 11:.5}.

Peter related how God showed him that it was his

commission to take tha message to the Gentiles (Acts 11:9).

Then he told

how the Holy Spirit led him (Acts 11:12) to the place in Caesarea by men
who had been sent for that very purpose (Acts 10:19).

Peter related to

the circwncision that the Holy Spirit fell on those in ·the house of
Cornelius while he was speaking (Acts 11 :25).

When the Jerusalem Church

heard these results, they glorified God (Acts 11:18).
The Holy Spirit led the spreading of the Gospel after the martyrdom
of Stephen to Phoenecia, Cyprus , and Anti och {Acts 11:19) .

Some of the

disciples preached only to the J ews of Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch,
while at a later time others preached to the Greeks of Antioch the message

of the Lord Jesus (Acts 11:20) .
(Acts 11:21).

Many that believed turned unto the Lord

Barnabas was sent to Antioch when Jerusalem had received

the report of the work in that city (Acts 11:22} .

When Barnabas saw the

greatness of the task , he sent up to Tarsus for Saul to come and help
(Acts 11 :24) .

These two worked for a whole year with the disciples of

Antioch (Acts 11:26).
A further event in Antioch took place when Agabus prophesied
under t he leadership of the Holy Spirit that there would be a famine
over all the world.
(Acts 11:28).
by

In the days of Claudius this famine came to pass

The disciples sent relief to the brethren of Judaea by

the hand of Barnabas and Saul {Acts 11:30).
More persecution was in store for those who had dared to believe

in Jesus Christ.
sword (Acts 12 :2 ).

Herod had killed James , the brother of John, with the
He saw that the Jews were pleased in this matter, so

he proceeded to seize Peter too (Acts 12:3).

Peter was taken and put in

prison being delivered to four quarternions of soldiers to guard him;
intending after the Passove r t o bring him forth to the people (Acts 12:4).
But while he was there, the church was praying earnestly for him (Acts

12:5). During the night while Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and the guards before the prison door (Acts 12:6) ,
an angel of the Lord stood by him and awoke him.

As he was commanded ,

Peter rose up and the chains fell off from his hands (Acts 12:7) .

Peter

put on his sandals, cast his garment about him and followed the angel as
he was told (Acts 12 :8).
Peter thought that this was a vision.

Pater was free out on t he

street before he realized tbat he wa s really awake (Acts 12:11) .

I

·was

then t hat he realized that the Lord had delivered him out of Herod's hand
and away from the Jews (Acts 12:11) .
mother of John Mark, that Peter came.
praying (Acts 12:12) .

It was to the house of Mary, the
This is where the Church was

Those in the house were very surprised when they

heard a knock and saw that it was Peter (Acts 12:16) .
strengthen them Peter told ho

In order to

the Lord had delivered him from prison,

then he went to another place {Acts 12:18).
Herod was very angry when he could not find Peter and instructed
the guards to be killed after he had examined them (Acts 12:19).

He

rose up on a s et day and arrayed himself in royal apparel and sat on the
throne , and made an oration to the people (Acts 12:21).

The people said

that the voice was that of a god and not man (Acts 12:22}.

And an angel

of the Lorn smote him because he did not give the glory to God.
eaten of wonns and died (Acts 12:23) .

He was

The result of this was that the

Word of God grew and multiplied (Acts 12:24).
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B.

The Leadership of the Holy Spirit in Reference
to Paul's Missionary Journeys

While the leaders, the prophets and the teachers were together in
t he church at .Antioch ministering to the Lord, and fasting (Acts 13:2},
the Holy Spirit commanded the Church to separate Saul and Barnabas for
missionary work

hereunto He had called them (Acts 13:2).

Then they

laid their hands on them, after they had fasted and prayed, and sent
them away (Acts 13:3).

The Holy Spirit was the leader on thi s occas ion.

First Missionary Journey.

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit

Saul and Barnabas with John Mark as thei r helper went from Antioch to
Seleucia (Acts 13:2).

From Seleucia which was the seaport of Antioch

they sailed to Cyprus (Acts 13:4).

This was the early home of Barnabas. 37

On the island of Cyprus their first stopping place was

Salamis.

Here they found synagogues of the Jews and proclaimed the Wor d of God
(Acts 13:5).

They went on to Paphos on the west end of t he

island

preaching on their way (Acts 13:6). Paphos was the capital and residence
of the proconsul.

The city contained a famous shrine of Venus and the
people worshipped it devotedly. 38 Saul and Barnabas met Bar-Jesus, a
fal se prophet and a sorcerer who was with the proconsul , Sergius Paulus
(Acts 13:7).

The proconsul called for Barnabas and Saul and wanted

hear the Word of Godo

to

But Elymas, the sorcerer (for thi s is his name

interpretation) withstood them, and t r ied to turn t he proconsul
from the faith (Acts 13:8).

by

aside

Saul, who was called Paul, under the leader-

ship of the Holy Spirit , caused this man to be blind for a season (Acts
13:11). When the proconsul saw what happened, he believed and was
astonished at t he teaching of the Lord (Acts 13:12}.
From Paphos Paul and his company sailed to Perga in Pamphylia in

;8
Asia Minor (Acts 13:13).
Diana. 39

This Greek city was devoted to the worship of

It was here that John Mark departed from the company and went

back to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13).
After passing through Perga, they came t o .Antioch of Pisidia and
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day and sat down (Acts 13:14).
When the law and the prophets had been read, the rulers of the synagogue
asked if the brethren had any word of exhortation for

13:16). Paul then rose up to speak.

t~e

people (Acts

The message which he spoke

that of the history of the nation of Israel.

was

He began with the coming

out of the land of Egypt (Acts 13:17) and ended with the message of God's
Holy One not seeing corruption (Acts 13:35}.

This message was given by

Paul t o show that he had a full understanding of the scripture · and was
well versed in it.

Paul spoke this message under the direction of the

Holy Spirit f or he had already been filled with the Holy Spirit

(Acts

9:17}.
When the missi onaries went out, many asked that t he same message
might be given on the next sabbath.

Many Jews and proselytes followed

Paul and Barnabas who urged them to continue in the grace of God (Acts

13:43}.

On the next sabbath the whol e city 1as gathered t ogether to

hear the Word of God (Acts 13:44).

On this occasion the Jews were filled

with jealousy when they saw the multitude (Acts 13:45) and contradicted
the t hings which Paul spoke.

Paul and Barnabas were not unnerved by this

situation but spoke out boldly and said that they would turn to

the

Gentiles (Acts 13:46).
The Jews stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas and
cast them out of their borders (Acts 13:50), but they just continued on

thei r way and came to Iconium (Acts 13:50).

Hera they entered together

int o the synagogue of the Jews and "so spake" that many Jews and Greeks
believed (Acts 14:1).

But there were Jews in the synagogue who were

disobedient and caused trouble between the Jews and Gentiles (Acts 14:2).
For this reason the missionaries stayed there a long time speaking boldly
in the Lord and having signs and wonders done by their hands (Acts 14:3).
This was an evidence of the direction of t he Holy Spirit (Acts 2:18-19).
In spite of all that had been done under the

leade~ship

of the Holy

Spiritp the multitude of the city was divided; some with the J ews
~ome . with

the apostles (Acts 14 :4) .

and

There was an onset between both the

Gentiles and Jews and their rulers to stone the apostles (Acts 14:5).
The apostles fled to Lycaonia and st opped at Lystra (Acts 14:8).
Here a man Who was crippled from birth heard Paul speak (Acts 14 :8).
When Paul saw that he had faith t o be healed, he called to the man to
stand up (Acts 14:10).
through Paul.

This was another miracle done by the Holy Spirit

When the multitude saw that the man had leaped up and

walked, they thought t hat Paul and Barnabas were gods (Acts 14:11).

The

priest of jupiter brought things to make ready to sacrifice (Acts 14:13);
but when the apostles heard of it, they objected vigorously and t old them
of the God whom they represented (Acts 14:15).
refrained from doing sacrifice (Acts 14:18).

Then the mult itudes
Paul was very careful

to

follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in these matters.

But there came :rews f'rom Antioch . and Iconium and persuaded the
multitudes to stone Paul.

After they had done this, they dragged

out of the city and left him for dead (Acts 14:19).

Int as the disciples

were standing around Paul, he rose up and went back into Lystra
stayed there that night.

him

and

The next day Paul and Barnabas went to Derbe

{Acts 14:20) where they preached the Gospel and made many disciples
(Acts 14:21).

!

!
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At this particular point in their journey Paul and Barnabas
started to retrace their steps.

They went back through Lystra, Iconium

and Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 14:21).

In these cities the new disciples

were exhorted to continue in the faith (Acts 14:22).

Elders were

appointed in every church and Paul and Barnabas prayed and fasted with
them before they left (Acts 14:23).

Paul and Barnabas then passed through Pisidia and came to
Pamphylia (Acts 14:24).

In Pamphylia Paul and Barnabas spoke the Word

at Perga and then went down t o Attalia (Acts 14:2.5).

They took the ship

from Attalia and sailed to .Antioch of Syria (Acts 14:26).

Here

they

gathered the church together and told all that had been done under the
direction of the Holy Spirit, for they were doing this work only because
they had been filled with the Holy Spirit and led by Him.
Second Missionary Journey.

And certain Jews came from Judaea and

taught that except the Christian converts were circwncised, they could
not be saved (Acts 15:1).

After Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension

and questioning, they were appointed t o go to jerusalem t o find out

the

answer to this question from the apostles and elders (Acts 15:2).

On

the way they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria telling them of

the

conversion of the Gentiles (Acts 15:}).

They were received of the church

at Jerusalem and related the things which had been done with them
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:4).

by

God

But some of the

sect of the Parisees that believed thought that the Gentiles ought to be
circumcised and charged to keep the law of Moses (Acts 15 :.5).

The

apostles and bret hren gathered together t o consider this matter and after
much questioning, Peter rose up t o speak (Acts 15:6-7).
that God had chosen

by

He told

his mouth to deliver the word of the Gospel

them
to

I
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the Gentiles in order that they too might believe (Acts 15:?).

Then

Peter Witnessed that God had given the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles, as
well as to them on the day of Pentecost and that He had also cleansed
their hearts by faith (Acts 15:9).

Then Paul and Barnabas told of the

signs and wonders which God had wrought among the Gentiles through them
(Acts 15:12).

When no one spoke anymore concerning this matter, James

said that these Gentiles should not be made to conform to circumcision
because or the evidence which had just been brought forth with which the
words of the prophets agreed (Acts 15:14-15).

James further stated that

a letter be written to the Gentiles in order that they abstain from

the

pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from what is strangled,
and from blood because these stood for moral principles from the 1ewish
standpoint (Acts 15:20).
The church at Jerusalem then chose Judas and Silas to go back to

Antioch of Syria with Paul and Barnabas to tell the decision so that they
would not ha laden down wit h less important matters (Acts 15:28).

The

message on circumcision was read to those of Ant ioch and Judas and Silas

exhorted the brethren with many words and confirmed them (Acts 15:32).
Peace was rasto:;:-ed and Paul and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching
and preaching the Word of the Lord, with many others also (Acts 15:35).
And after some days Paul, who was filled with the Holy Spirit,
was now ready under the leadership of the Holy Spirit to visit the places
where the Word had been proclaimed (Acts 15:36).
John Mark along, but Paul would not hear of ito

Barnabas wanted to take
So Paul took Silas and

went up through Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:41), while Barnabas took Mark
and sailed to Cyprus (Acts 15:39).
From Antioch of Syria Paul went to Derbe and Lystra and there -
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f
found a young disciple named Timothy (Acts 16:1).

Those who were

- Lystra and Iconium gave a good report of Timothy (Acts 16:2).

of

Paul

circumcised Timothy because of some Jews who were in the area and took
him along (Acts 16:3).

As they went on their way through the cities,

they left decrees from the apostles and elders of Jerusalem.

As a result

the churches were strengthen and increased in number daily (Acts 16:.5).
The three mi ssionaries now moved on through the region of Phrygia
and Galatia (Acts 16:6).

It is evident that they were led by the

Holy

Spirit because He did not allow them to go into Asia or into Bithynia
{Acts 16:7).

They then went through Mysia and on to Troas where Paul

saw the visi on of a man of Macedonia beseeching him to go over and help
them (Acts 16:10).

It

''IJ8.S

here that Luke joined the missionary party. 40

Setting sail from Troaa they went to Samothrace and then Neapolis
(Acts 16:11).

The next stop was Philippi where Lydia, the first convert

of Europe, was baptized , and a church planted {Acts 16:15).

Paul

and

Silas were thrown in prison because they cast out a troubled spirit (Acts
16:18) from a maid who was following them and pointing them out as
servants of God (Acts 16:1/).

They were set free by divine power and

the jailer was converted (Acts 16 :34).

The officials of ·the city were

afraid because they had beaten Roman citizens (Acts 16:38).
After they were released, Paul and Silas went out to the house of
Lydia, comforted the brethren and departed (Acts 16:40).

From Philippi

· they went through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica where
they found a synagogue of the Jews (Acts 17:1).

Paul reasoned

~~th

them

for three sabbaths from the scriptures concerning the Christ {Acts 17:3).
A great multitude of Greeks and of the chief women believed {Acts 17:4),
but the Jews started a riot {Acts 17:5) and forced Paul and Silas

to

I

I
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leave by night for Berea (Acts 17:10).

In Berea they spoke in the synagogues too and the Jews were more
receptive to the Word .

Again many believed (Acts 17:12).

But when

the

Jews of Thessalonica heard where Paul had gone, they came up and stirred
the multitudes (Acts 17:13).

Paul was taken to Athens and Timothy

and

Silas came later (Acts 17:15).
In Athens Paul reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and

with

devout persons, and in the market place with them that met him (Acts

17:17). There were Epicurean and Stoic philosophers who were very
interested in Paul's message (Acts 17:20), and this gave him the opening
of preaching theology.

On the midst of the Areopagus when Paul spoke of

the resurrection of Christ, some mocked but others were ready to hear

him again (Acts 17:32) , and some believed (Acts 17:34).
The next stop which Paul made was at Corinth {Acts 18:1) .

Here

he met Aquila and Priscilla who had the same trade as Paul (Acts 18:3) .
He reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath and persuaded many Jews and
Greelcs {Acts 18 :4) .

When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia,

Paul was constrained by the Word test ifying to the Jews that J esus was
the .Christ (Acts 18: ;).

This message caused the Jews to be violent and

Paul left ·chem to go to the Gentiles (Acts 18: 6) •

Titus Justus, Cris pus

and many of th e Corinthians believed and were baptized (Acts 18:8).

A

vision came to Paul from God one night assuring him that no harm would
come to him.

This vision came as a result of the Holy Spirit

having

been poured forth on Paul according to the prophecy of Joel (Acts 2:19 •
Thus Paul continued teaching the Word of God in Corinth, under

the

direction of the Holy Spirit for a year and six months {Acts 18: 11) •
When Gallic was proconsul of

Acha~a,

the Jews took Paul

before
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him and charged him with persuading men to worship God contrary to law
(Acts 18:13) .

But Gallia would not consider the case because the Jews

had no real charges.

Paul then started on his journey to Syria.
Cenchreae (Acts 18:18) • . Then he went
Jews in the synagogue (Acts 18:19j .

His first stop was at

to Ephesus and reasoned with the

The Jews invited Paul ·to ramain a

longer time , but he took his leave and sailed for Caesarea vlh.ere

he

saluted the church and then went dovm to Antioch (Acts 18:22) .
Third Missionary Journey.
missionary journey from PJltioch.

For the third time Paul started

his

He had spent some time there and then

departed and went through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, establishing
all the disciples (Acts 18:23).

Paul did not stop until he reached

Ephesus where Apollos, fervent in spirit, had been teaching the Old
Testament accurately of the things concerning Jesus (Acts 18:25) .
The chief concern of Paul at Ephesus was whether certain disciples
had received the Holy Spir it (Acts 19:2) .
were

b~ptized

After the twelve disciples

in the name of the Lord Jesus, Paul laid his hands on them

and they received the Holy Spirit {Acts 19:6).

Speaking in tongues and

prophesying followed immediately which was a sign t hat these belonged to
the Spirit ' s dispensation.

For t he next three months Paul spoke boldly

in the synagogue concerning the Kingdom of God (Acts 19:8) .
Much opposition crune in Ephesus during Paul's stay.

Some tried

to imitate Paul's power, but they were beaten at their own game

{Acts

19:16). A great stir was made over the decline in idol worship because
Paul had been preaching that these were no gods made with hands at all

(Acts 19 : 26) .

During this great confusion Paul was minded to go

and

talk to these people who were stirring up the trouble, but his disciples

i
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I
would not let him (Acts 19 : 30} •

Then .Alexander was brought out of

multitude and put fol"\.orard by the JeVIs .

But when the people saw that he

was a Jew, they cried out f or about two hours ,
Ephesians" (Act s 19 ': 34).
quieting the crowd.

Finally, the

the

G1•eat is Diana of

tha

11

tovm~clerk

was successful

in

He t old them that their goddess had not been blas-

phemed and could not be made of' no account since everyone knew

tha·~

the

Ephesians were the temple keepers of the great Diana, and of the image

which fell down from Jupi ter (Acts 19:36).

After the town-clerk warned

them of the danger of being accused concerning a riot with no cause, he
dismissed the assembly (Acts 19:40-41).
Before Paul left to go into Macedonia, he exhorted the disciples
(Acts 20:1) .

When he went through these parts, he gave much exhortation

and came into Greece (Acts 20:2)o

After he had spent three months there,

the Jews laid a plot against him as he was about to set sail for SYTia
and Macedonia.

I t is very evident that the Holy Spirit guided

and

protected Paul all along the way .
Certain disciples, among whom were Sopater 9 Aristarchus, Gaius,
Timothy, 'l'ychicus and Trophimus 0 accompanied Paul as he began to retrace
his steps on the return journey from Macedonia to Asia (Acts 20:4).

In

Troas he tarried and the disciples gathered t ogether to break bread.
After this Paul spoke until past· midnight.

While he spoke, a lad who

was sitting in a third story window fell asleep and fell to the ground
and was killed (Acts 20:9).

Paul went dovm and fell on the lad and

embraced him (Acts 20:10), and the lad was brought up alive and all
were very much comforted (Acts 20:12).

The Holy Spirit had complete

control of the whole situation for this was a mi racle done through

Paul

by

the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:18).

I

i
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Faul next went to .Assos (Acts 20:13), then he sailed with other disciples
t o Mit ylene (Acts 20:14), t hen to Chios, and Sames, then to Miletus (Acts
20:15).

From Miletus Paul sent for the elders of the church at Ephesus

(Acts 20:17) where he bade them f arewell.

In his message Faul included

t he work which he had done in Ephesus (Acts 20:26): the message of

God

as i t ras given to the Ephesians (Acts 20:27), and a warning concerning
those who would come in and tear down the work (Acts 20:30).
message Paul knelt and prayed with them all (Act s 20:36).

After the

Great sorrow

was in the hearts of all as they bade him farewell, not to see his face
again (Acts 20 :38).
The next stop was at Cos, the next day it as Ehodes

and

then

Patara {Acts 21 :1), and on to Tyre where the ship unladened its burden
(Acts 21:3).

There were disciples in this place, speaking to Paul

through the Spirit, who warned him not to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21: 4).
After having prayer on the beach, the missionaries boarded
went to Ptolemais (Acts 21:7).

ship and

One day later when the brethren had

been saluted, Paul went to Caesarea where Philip the evangelist lived
(Acts 21:8) .

It was here that Agabus came and demonstrated .in the Holy

Spirit with Paul's girdle what would happen to him at Jerusalem
21:11).

(Acts

Paul answered that he was also ready to die there for the name

of the Lord Jesus (Acts 21:13)0 .The Holy Spirit had charge of Paui•s
life and was leading him to Jerusalem (Acts 20: 23).
Jerusalem was the last stop f or Paul on this missionary j ourney.
The brethren received him gladly (Acts 21:17) and t he next day Paul came
before James and the elders and told them of the wonderful things which
had been done by God through his ministry under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 21:19).

Those who heard the report glorified God.
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C.
Summar;.

·I

Sununary and Conclusions

Tb.is chapter has shown that the leadership of the Holy

Spirit in the book of The Acts was very prominent.
i ndividuals as well as the Church.

The Holy Spirit led

He worked through some personalities

which were not known nearly as well as others.

The leadership of

the

Holy Spirit in the extension of the Church was superb and wonderful.
Thousands of people were added to the Christian ranks under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

When Christians were i n dangerous places, it

was

always the Holy Spirit who led them to safety, if they were led to safety.
Conclusions.
1.

The following conclusions come from this chapter:

Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit normal insignificant

acts were used to bring much glory to the name of God.
2.

Men were able to heal afflicted bodies under the leadershi p

and power of the Holy Spirit.

3. Men who were guided
4.

by the Holy Spirit spoke with boldness.

Many signs and wonders were done at the hands of t he apostles

under the direction of the Holy Spirit.

5o Multitudes were added to t he Church under the leadership of
the Holy Spirit.
6.

The Holy Spirit led in the preaching of the Word of God.

7. Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit great grace was given
to individuals in times of persecution and death.

8. The disciples were protected by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
9. The Holy Spirit led in individual lives as well as in the
growth of the Church.

I
\

I

CHAPrER V

·1

THE HOLY SPIRIT .AND OPPOSITION
Opposition to the work of the Holy Spirit was very prominent as
revealed in the book of The Acts.

Outwardly, t he opposition was against

the individuals and the Church, but in reality it was against the Holy
Spirit because He indwelt and led t hose individuals who were opposed.
The Holy Spirit was 8.lso the leader of the Church which was made up of
individuals who were filled with the Holy Spirit.

The opposition was

evil in itself but was, nevertheless, used to the glory of God and the
extension of the Church.
The subject was developed in thi s chapter in the folloWing manner:

(1) opposition to the Holy Spirit in the life of Peter; (2) opposition to
the Holy Spirit in the life of Stephen; (3) opposition to the Holy Spirit

in the life of Paul; and (4) opposition to the Holy Spirit in the Church.
A.

Opposition to the Holy Spirit in the Life of Peter

The first account of opposition in the book of The Acts
immediately after the outpouring ot the Holy Spirit on the day
Pentecost at Jerusalemo

was
of

The disciples had just been filled with the

Holy Spirit and were speaking in other t ongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance (Acts 2:4).

When same of t he multitude had gathered there

because of the sound, they were amazed and perplexed and
it all meant (Acts 2:12).

ondered what

This group was i nterested in knowing more

about this event, but others mocked and said that these were filled
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with new wine (Acts 2:13), for they did not recognize the real significance of that which was going on .

The only way that they could describe

the occasion was to name it according to action which t hey had seen
before, that of men being filled with new wine.

Some of the people could

have accepted this answer, but the Holy Spirit prompted Peter to rise up
and give the correct explanation concerning that which had just happened.
The

de~ogatory

remark of those \vho misunderstood became the occasion for

the Holy Spirit to enlarge the number of believers and answer those
had any

~uestion

The

ne~"t

who

concerning this occasion.
occasion for opposition was when Peter had just finished

a message, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to the people
ran together (Acts ,3:11) when a certain lame man v:as healed
entrance of the temple (Acts 3:7).

at

who

the

The content of Peter's message caused

certain ones to rise up and be antagonistic, for Peter charged them with
killing the Prince of life (Acts 3:15) and also intimated that they were
living in iniquity (Acts 3:26).
The priest and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees were
very troubled because Peter and John t aught the people that Jesus

was

raised from the dead (Acts 4:2), and they put them in ward unto t he
morrow, for it was now evening (Acts 4:3).

This action was really

against the Holy Spirit because He was the leader of Peter and John,
and they were filled with Him {Acts 2:4).

In spite of this antagonism

many of them that heard the Word believed (Acts 4:4) .

But this

opposition did not hinder the working of the Holy Spirit.
The next day Peter and John were t aken before rulers, elders,
and scri bes who were gathered together in Jerusalem (Acts 4:5}.

The

question was asked by what power this healing of the lam.a man had been

I
!
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done (Acts 4:7).

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, t old them that

this deed had been done in the name
4 :10).

or

Jesus Christ of Nazareth (Acts

Peter continued to tell. this religious hierarchy that they had

crucified Jesus, but God raised him up from the dead (Acts 4:10) and
there is salvation in none other name (Acts 4 : 12) .

The Holy Spirit used

this opposition as an opportunity to get them to hear the message

of

Jesus Christ again.
These religious leaders recognized the fact that Peter and John
had real boldness , which was the result of being filled with the Holy
SpiTit (Acts 1:8) .

That a miracle had been done was recognized by these

antagonists , but they did not want any more such teaching to circulate
(Acts 4:17) .

The thing that these religious leaders did not realize was

that they were not dealing with mere human personality, but they were
t alking to men who were filled with the Holy Spirite

Peter and John

were threatened and let go (Acts 4:21) .
The opposit ion was intent upon hindering this work , but their
intervention only assisted in the spreading of the message of Christ
(Acts 4:32).

Instead of stopping the work it gave it impetus {Acts

4 : 24).
During this time when the disciples were of one accord and had
pooled their resources {Acts 4:32} , a cer-cain man named Ananias and his ·
wife sold their possession and brought part of the price and laid it at
the apostles' feet (Acts 5:2 ).

That Peter, who was filled with the Holy

Spirit, was able to see into the heart of .Ananias is evidenced by his
question, "Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?"
{Acts 5:3) .
~ying

It is evidenced by Peter's question that .Ananias was not

to him but to the Holy Spirit.

Ananias was trying to get some
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benefits without paying the f'ull pri ce .

This was direct opposition to

the Holy Spirit .
Because of the ac·t; which Ananias did against the Holy Spirit, his

life was taken by God.

Later his Wife came to look f or him and Peter

charged her with being an accomplice to her husband in trying the Holy
Spirit (Acts 5:9) .
by

Her life was also taken by God and they buried her

her husband e Fear came upon all the Church and upon all that heard

these things (Acts 5:11 ).

This event laid a good foundati on f or many

signs and wonders to be done by the apostles and many were added to the
Lord (Acts .5:14).
Peter and John had been sent up to Samaria from Jerusalem to help
those who had just rece i ved t he Word under the preaching of Pnilip .
They prayed for the Samaritans and they received the Holy Spirit (Acts

8 :17) .

There was a man named Simon , who was a sorcerer, who wanted to

purchase the power so that he might be able to give the Holy Spirit to
whomever he wished (Acts 8:19) .

But Peter rebuked him for thinking that

he could buy this which was the gift of God saying, "Thou hast neither
part nor lot in this matter" (Acts 8:21) .

Simon could not rece i ve this

gift because his heart was not right bef ore God (Acts 8: 21 ) .

Simon

opposed the work of the Holy Spirit beGause he was not in the right
pos i tion to have his request granted .
Again this opposition was used for good .

Peter told Simon

to

repent from his wickedness and pray to God that the thought of his hear·i;
be f orgiven (Ac"t;s 8:22).

These words humbled Simon and he asked Peter

to pray f or him (Acts 8 : 24 ).
Herod the king was the occasion of the opposition in the
account which was considered.

next

When he had killed James the brother of
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John with the sword (Acts 12:2) and saw that it pleased the Jews,

he

then proceeded to seize Peter also, intending to bring him before

the

people after the Passover (Ac·ts 12 :4) •

This action which Herod had done

was not only against Peter but it was also against the Holy Spirit
had filled Peter's life (Acts 5:3).

who

But while the Church was praying,

Peter was miraculously freed from prison by an angel of the Lord (Acts

12:7) , and went to the house where they were praying.
When Herod found out that Peter was not in prison, he examined
the guards and commanded that they be put to death.
went to Caesarea.

From here Herod

It was in this place that people of Tyre and Sidon

came to him and asked for peace because they were fed from the king's
country (Acts 12:20) .
them.

Now Herod dressed in royal apparel and spoke to

When they heard him, the people eulogized Herod by saying that

his was the voice of a god {Acts 12:22).

He did not give God the glory

and was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.

As a result of this

opposition to God (Acts 12: 23), the Word of God grew and multiplied
{Acts 12 :24).
Opposition to the Holy Spirit in the Life of Stephen

B.

Stephen was one of seven who were elected to minister to the
widows of

th~

Grecian Jews (Acts 6:1).

of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:5).

He was a man full of faith and

Opposition came to Stephen, and yet not

only to him but also to the Holy Spirit by whom he spoke {Acts 6:10) ,
when through him great wonders and signs were wrought among the people
(Acts 6:8).

Certain ones of the synagogue of the Libertines, and of the

Cyrenians, and of the AlexandriansP and of Cilicia and Asia, disputed
with Stephen but they were not able to withstand the wisdom and the

Spirit by which he spoke (Acts 6:10) .

(

These accusers brought false charges and set up false witnesses
against Stephen (Acts 6:12-13).

When the charges had been made ,

high priest asked Stephen if they were true (Acts 7 :1).

the

Stephen included

in his answer the history of God ' s dealings with the chosen people,
relating the times when the people chose to do other things than those
vfilich God told them to do (Acts 7:41) .
who

As a climax Stephen told those

were present that they were resisting the Holy Spirit even as their

f athers did (Acts 7:51) .

This resisting of the Holy Spirit went so far

that it led to the killing of the Righteous One (Acts 7 : 51).
These were cut in their heart when they heard the charges (Acts
7 : 51-52 ), and gnashed on Stephen with their teeth (Acts 7 : 54) .

But

Stephen , full of the Holy Spirit looked i nto heaven and saw the glory
of God and Jesus standing on his right hand (Acts 7:56) .

The crowd

stoned him to death , but the effect of this event did not end here.
Saul who was later converted on the Damascus road (Acts 9:5-18) consented
to this which had just been done (Acts 8 :1) .

It is evident that

Stephen ' s dying testimony had much to do with Saul ' s conversion .
This is another occasion which has s hown that opposition to t he
Holy Spirit was used to the glory of God .

Because of the persecution

that arose out of this event , disciples of J erusalem were scattered
throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria {Acts 8:1) and
preaching the Word (Acts 8: 4) .

went

This opposition was against human

personality and brought physical death , but it was action more directly
aga i nst the Holy Spirit who had filled t he life of that human persona lity
(Acts 7 : 55 ) .

This opposition als o caused t he Word of God to spread

giving opportunity for many more to hea r the Word and believe .

l

l
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c.

{

Opposition to the Holy Spirit in the Life of Paul

The Holy Spirit had separated Saul, who had been converted

on

the Damascus road (Acts 9:5-18), and Barnabas unto missionary work (Acts
13:2}.

In Paphos on the "island of Crete, Saul and Barnabas were

fronted by Bar-Jesus, .a sorcerer {Acts 13:6).

con-

He was with the proconsul

and he wanted to hear the Word of God (Acts 13:7).

But Elymas,

the

sorcerer, (for this was his name by interpretation} withstood them and
sought to turn aside the proconsul from the faith.

Because Saul

was

filled with the Holy Spirit, it is evident that this opposition was
against Him more directly than against Saul (Acts 13:9).

Elymas, the

sorcerer was struck blind for a season because he resisted the Holy

The proconsul, Sergius Paulus {Acts 13:7) , when he saw what

Spirit.

was done, believed, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord (Acts
13:12).

When Saul and Barnabas came to Antioch of Pisidia, they
experienced more opposition.

Saulp who was now called Paul, (Acts 13:9)

had preached a remarkable message concerning Jesus Christ and the

resurrection to these people .

They requested Paul and Barnabas t o stay

and speak again on the next sabbath day (Acts 13:42).

The next sabbath

the whole city was gathered together to hear the Word of God {Acts

13:44) .

But the Jews, who were filled with jealousy, contradicted the

things vmich Paul spoke and blasphemed (Acts 13:45).
Paul told the Jews that t he Word of God had to be spoken to them
first; but because they had cast it off, the Word was being taken to the
Gentiles.

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and many believed

and the Word of the Lord was spread throughout all the region

13:49).

(Acts

But the Jews stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas
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and cast them out of their borders (Acts 13:50).

Paul and Barnabas shook

the dust off of their feet against them and departed int o Iconium (Acts
13:51).

The disciples were filled wit h joy and the Holy Spi rit

13:52). The opposit ion a gains t t he Holy Spi rit

~~s

(Acts

again us ed t o the

glory of God and the extension of the Church .
Fr om Antioch of Pisidia Paul and Barnabas went to Iconium and
entered the synagogue of the Jews (Acts 14:1).
spoken, many Jews and Gent iles believed.

After the Word had been

But there were unbelieving

J ews that st irred up the Gentiles against the brethren (Acts 14:2).
Signs and wonders were done by the hands of the two apostles which caused

a graater division withi n the multitude (Acts 14:4) .

The opposition had

pl anned to st one Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:!fl, but when they became
aware of it, they fled to Lystra and preached the Gospel (Acts 14:?).
Once again opposit ion t o the Holy Spirit in the life of Paul caused the
s preading of the Gospel.
Paul received more trouble in Lystra at the hands of the J ews.
The multitudes were persuaded by the J ews t o stone Paul (Acts 14:19)0
They s t oned hi m and dragged him out of the city and left him for dead.
Paul counted himself as nothing o The only thing of importance was the
one who had filled Paul's life and against whom the opposition r eally
came, the Holy Spirit.

The spreading of t he Word of God was not

hindered, for Paul rose up and went into the next town and preached the
Gospel where many believed (Acts 14:20).
The next place of opposition in t he life of Paul was at Philippi
i n Maced onia (Acts 16:11).

Paul and Silas were going t o the place of

prayer when a maid, fille d with an evil spirit, foll owed them causing
them trouble (Acts 16:18) .

Paul then turned and commanded the evi l
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spirit to come out of her in the name of Jesus Christ.

II

This maid had

certain masters who were making their living by her (Acts 16:16).

These

masters were angry and caused Paul and Silas to be cast into prison after
they had been beaten (Acts 16:23).
During the night Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns and the
other prisoners listened (Acts 16:25).

Suddenly an earthquake opened

the doors of the prison and loosed everyone's bands.

The jailer was

about to take his own life when Paul called to him to do himself no harm
and he

ent to Paul and was saved (Acts 16 :34).

The physical suffering

which was endured by Paul was counted as nought f or the s piritual
advancement of the Kingdom of God.

This opposit ion allowed Paul to

give his test imony in prison.
Opposition arose from the Jews in Thessalonica when Paul

had

preached Christ in the synagogue ·(Acts 17:5). When many Greeks believed, ·
the Jews were moved with jealousy and sought out Paul and Silas but they
could not find them (Acts 1? :6).

Charges were then made against

others

of the disciples; but when t hese disciples paid f ines for disturbing the
peace (Acts 17:6), they were released (Acts 17:9).
The Jews were again the chief cause of oppos i tion at Berea (Acts
17:13). They stirred up and troubled the mult i t udes.
this Paul traveled on (Acts 17 :14).

As a result

of

It is evident that t he opposition

did not realize how much they were actually contribut ing to the spreading

of the Gospel.
~ith

Nor did the opposit ion realize that t hey were not dealing

men only, but also with the Holy Spirit for He possessed the lives

of those who were being opposed.
In Athens Paul testified to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ

but t hey opposed violently (Acts 18 :6)e

Paul then shook out his raiment
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against them and departed to the Gentiles (Acts 18:6).

Paul went

Corinth and taught there for a year and a half (Acts 18:11).

f

to

During

this time many of these Greeks believed and were baptized (Acts 18: 8) •

But the Jews again started to stir up trouble.

They charged Paul before

the judgement seat (Aots 18:12) that he was persuading men to worship
God contrary t o law (Acts 18:1}).

Thie case did not hold up in court

(Acts 18:16) and Paul was free to go.

The opposition to Paul, who was

filled with the Holy Spiri"t, in this instance was defeated openly.
After Paul laid his hands upon twelve men at Ephesus and they
received the Holy Spirit, he spoke for three months in the synagogue
{Acts 19:8).

Some who heard hardened their hearts and disobeyed and

spoke evil of the Way before the multitudes (A<rlis 19:9).
h1msel f

Paul separated

with the disciples to the school of Tyrannus for two years

until all that lived in the Roman district of .Asia heard the Word of
the Lord (Acts 19:10).
through Paul.

Special miracles· were wrought by the Holy Spirit

Certain of the Jews , exorcists, tried to make

Paul's

work ineffective again as they tried to imitate that which had been
done through him {Acts 19:13), but God used this occasion to His glory
also.
The opposition was made to flea when they tried to cast out

an

evil s pirit for this same spirit leaped on them and .mastered them (Acts
19:16).

When the Jews and the Greeks heard this , fear came upon them

and many confessed the deeds
were believers .

~hich

they had done (Acts 19:18}; these

It has been noted again that the work hich the opposi-

tion did to hinder the spr ading of the Gospel only caused it to have
a greater effect than before.
life

o·r

This opposition to the Holy Spirit in the

Paul had caused many magical arts books to be burned (Acts 19:19)
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and oaused ~he Word of. the Lord t o grow mightily (Acts 19 : 20) .
/

!

Pau1 had been in Je1"11salem cmly a short time when Jews from Asia

saw him in the t emple and stirred up the multit ude
him (Acts 21 : 27) .

There was much confusion in

Panl out of t he temple .

and laid hands

Jerusal~u

on

as they dragged

The intent was to kill him ; but when the crowd

saw the chief captain coming with the soldiers , they stopped beating him
(Acts 21 : 32).

Paul was bound in chains until the chief captain

find out what he had done.

could

The request to speak to the rioting crowd was

granted to Paul by the chief captain (Acts 21 :3?}.

He told them how he

too had once persecuted this Way until he met the Lord on the way to
Damascus (Acts 22 : 6),

The Jews listened to Paul until he told of t he

death of Stephen , and that he (Paul) was to go to the Gentiles (Acts
22:21) 0
When they heard this , the Jews were enraged and were ready to
have Paul killed (Acts 22:22).

At this point the chief captain

took

Paul out of their presence and intended to examine him by scourging,
that he might know why the Jews caused such a stir (Acts 22:24) .

Paul

had been prepared for the scourging when the centurion found out that
he was a Rornan citizen (Acts 22 : 25) .
t o the chief captain .

This information was quickly taken

When he heard this , the chief captain took Paul

before the chief priests and the council (Acts 22:30).
Paul had just begun to speak when Ananias, the high priest ,
commanded them that stood by himp to smite him on the mouth.

This

action was really being done against the Holy Spirit who had filled
Paul and was working tbJ.·ough his life (Acts 21:4) .

Before this group

departed , they were divided because Paul had declared himself to be a

Pharisee (Act s 23:6) .

This division caused another great stir and the
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chief captain sent dovm soldiers to take Paul away to the castle because
he f eared that Paul might be torn to pieces (Acts 23 :10) .

This terrible

persecution by t he oppos i tion against Paul and the Holy Spirit gave real
opportunity for the Gospel to be brought to the r eligious leaders:

high

priest, council , Pharisees and Sadducees.
The Outreach of
~ews

Paul~~

Result of the Opposition.

Some of

banded together and vowed that they would not eat anything

they had killed Paul (Acts 23:12).

the

until

A plot was made to bring Paul before

the chief priests and kill him on the

way

(Acts 23 :15) .

But Paul's

sister's son heard this plot and delivered the information to Paul (Acts
23:16) .

His nephew was then taken to the chief captain With thi s message

(Acts 23 :19 ).

When he received this message , the chief captain prepared

a convoy to take Paul to Felix, the governor, who was at Caesarea (Acts

23:24) .
Felix .

A letter was also prepared to introduce the whole situation to
Paul was well received by Felix and.was given the promise

that

he would be heard (Acts 23 : 35) .
At the appointed time .Ananias came with certain elders and
orator named Tertul.lus (Acts 24:1).

Tertullus charged Paul with being

a pestilent man , a mover of insurrections throughout the world and
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes: who tried to profane the
(Acts 24:5-6) .

an

a

temple

After this charge Paul answered that these accusations

made by Tertullus could not be proven (Acts 24:13) .

Paul gave a rebuttal

{Acts 24 :11-20) and further told how he had related the message
resurrection of the dead (Acts 24:21) .
matter until a later

t~ne

(Acts 24:22).

of

the

Felix deferred judgment on this
For the next two years

Felix

held private conferences with Paul hoping that he would receive money
from him (Act s 24 :26) .

At the end of th.is time Felix was replaced

as

governor by Porcius Festus (Acts 24:27) .
The Jews confronted Festus for a f avor: that he would send for
Paul t o Jerusalem.

The plot was to have Paul killed on the way from

Caesarea to Jerusalem (Aets 25:3).

Festus invited these Jews to come

down to Caesarea and bring accusation there (Acts 25:5).
sat on the

judgment~seat ,

When Festus

the Jews bought many grievous charges that

they could not prove (Acts 25:?).

Paul answered that he would

before Caesar's judgment•seat (Acts 25:10).

stand

Festus conferred vdth the

council and then declared to Paul that he would go to Caesar (Acts
25:12) .

This testimony of Paul before Festus was made possible because

the Jews continued to oppose him and not only him but also the Holy
Spirit who possessed his lite.

Agrippa the king was told the charges 1hich had been made against
Paul when he came to Caesarea.
hear Paul (Acts 25:22) .

Festus gave Agrippa the opportunity

The court was set when Patti was brought

Agrippa permitted him to speak for himself.

Paul's defense

dwelt upon those matters with which he had been accused
(Acts 26:2) .

by

to

in;

chiefly
the

He also told Agrippa of his own conversiori.· and

Jews
the

persecution which he had experienced at the hands of the Jews {Acts
26 : 21) .

This persecution was against Paul, but more directly against

t he Holy Spirit who was in Paul.

Vlhen he had completed his defense,

Festus accused him of' be:1.ng mad (Acts 26:24).

Agrippa and Festus with-

drew from the court for a conference (Acts 26:31) and Agrippa concluded
that Paul could have been set free if he had net appealed to

Caesar

(Acts 26:32).
Because of the opposition against Paul, he was ta.ken to Rome to
appear before Caesar.

The journey was a difficult one and yet

it
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contained many precious experiences for Paul.

A centurion named Julius

was the guard for the prisoners of this voyage which included Paul (Acts
27:1).

The ship on which they sailed left Caesarea and made its

stop up the coast at Sidon.

Paul was permitted to visit some of

friends in this city (Acts 27:3).
{Acts 27:4).

first

From Sidon they sailed to

liis

Cyprus

Than the ship took them acros s the sea which was off

Cilicia and Pamphylia arriving at Myra, Lycia (Acts 27:5).

At Myra

they transferred to another ship and started to sail for Italy.

They

sailed slowly and with difficulty to CnidUs, Caria (Acts 27:7).

The

next stop was on the island of Crete (Acts 27:7).

The wind was giving

them much trouble and they coasted unto a certain place called

Fair

Havens to the city of Lasea (Acts 27:8).
Paul tried to persuade those in charge of the ship to winter in
Lasea.

In spite of this plea the command was given to sail on (Acts

27:11). Their purpose was to go to Phoenix but because of the hard
winds, they went toward a small island called Cauda (Acts 2'7:16).

The

crew labored diligently for the next few days trying to save the

ship

from sinking.
Acts 2'7 :19).

They even threw some of the cargo of the ship overboard
Paul encouraged the· crew ·f or he told them that an angel

of the Lord had spoken to him and said that no one would be lost, but
only the ship (Acts 27:22).
On the fourteenth night they were driven to and fro in the sea of
Adria.

Soon they surmised that they were drawing near to some country

(Acts 27: 27) • When they saw the land in the morning- they made preparation to bring the ship safely to shore (Acts 27:40).

The foreship

struck the land and stuck solidly but the stern was beaten severly by
the waves (Acts 27: 4l)o All those aboard cast themselves over the side
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and escaped safely to the land (Acts 27:42}.

When they came on to

land, they knew that the island was called Melita (Acts 28:1}.

the

They

were shown great kindness by the barbarians, who built a fire for them
because of the cold (Acts 28:2).

As Paul was gathering sticks for the

fire, a venomous creature hung from his hand (Acts 28:4).

He shook this

creature off without any ill effects and the barbarians thought that he
was a god (Acts 28 :6).

Paul had opportunity to heal many people on this

island (Acts 28:9).
FR>m Melita those who had been shipwrecked sailed to Syracuse

(Acts 28:12) and then on to Rhegium (Acts 28:12).

The next stop was

Puteoli (Acts 28:13) for seven days where Paul found brethren (Acts

28 :14). Paul saw brethren of Market of Appius and The Three Taverns
who encouraged him greatly (Acts 28:15).
was

The last stop of this voyage

Rome.
After Paul had been in Rome for three days, he called the chief

of the Jews together and told them of the accusations made against him
by the Jews of Jerusalem (Acts 28 :19).

These Jews in Rome reported that

they had not received any such conununications, but that they had only
heard of a sect which was spoken against everywhere (Acts 28:22).

Paul

was given an opportunity to testify to them and persuade them concerning

J·esus (Acts 28 :23).

When Paul had finished speaking, some

believed and some disbelieved (Acts 28:24}.

of

them

These Jews who could not

agree among t hemselves departed from Paul (Acts 28:25).

Paul then said

that the salvation of God was to go to the Gentiles (Acts 28:28)0

For

two years Paul went about preaching the Kingdom of God, and t eaching the
things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, and
forbidding him (Acts 28:31).

none

It is evident that the opposition of the
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J"ews to Paul and t he Hol y Spirit who was in him greatly aided
outreach of the Gospelo

the

Paul would possibly never have preached the

Gospel in Roms had i t not been for the opposit ion which he encountered.

D.

Opposition to the Holy Spirit in the Ohurch

Because the Holy Spirit was the leader of the Church,

any

opposition v1hich mi ght come to the Church also came directly to the
Holy Spirit, for the Church was composed of individuals in whom the
Holy Spirit dwelt.

Such was the case at J e rusalem when the apostles

were put in public ward (Acts 5 :17.) .

During the night an angel of the

Lord came and delivered them from prison and told t he apostles to go
into t he temple and s peak to the people the words of Life {Acts 5 : 20).
The next day the high priest called the council and all the
senate together with the intention of bringing the apostles from the
prison before this august group (Acts 5:22).

The apostles were not

found in prison, but in the temple where the angel of t he Lord had
sent them .

When they were charged not t o spread this teaching anymore,

the apostles answered that they had to obey God (Acts 5:29) and preach
the message of the Saviour (Act s 5 : ,30).

When t he group heard this ,

they were minded to slay the apostles (Acts 5:33).

But a lawyer named

Gamaliel persuaded them not t o do s uch a terrible thing; so they beat
them and let them go (Acts 5:40).

This opposition did not effect the

life of the Church as the religious hierarchy had expected it to.
Instead of ceasing to speak the message of Christ the apost les want
their way rejoicing because they had been counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for the Name (Acts 5 :41).

The opposition was working against

an institution which was not merely human, but filled with the Holy

87

..

(/)

~
p,j

Cl

~

~
@
0

8

:>-t

~

p
0

i-.

88
Spirit (Acts 2:4).
Before Saul was converted, he was one of the leaders
opposition.

of

the

He breathed threatenings and slaughter against the

disciples of the Lord (Acts 9:1).

Saul went to Damascus \vi.th authority

from the high priest to search out t hose of the Way ·and bring them bound
to Jerusalem (Acts 9: 2) •

It was while Saul

that he met the Lord (Acts 9:5}.

~

as on the road to Damascus

He had been working against the Holy

Spirit who was in the Church, but God used it to His glory and used Saul
in a large measure to spread the Gospel t o the world.
When Stephen was killed , the persecution which arose against the
Church caused it to be scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea
and Samaria (Acts 8:1).

Saul laid waste the Church, entering into every

house, and dragging men and women committed them into prison (Acts 8: 3) •
Those l'.lho were scattered abroad went about preaching the Word.
thought was to hinder the spreading of the Gospel.

Saul's

But· through the Holy

Spirit, who was in the Church, the message spread rapidly .
E.
Sununary.

Summary and Conclusions

As the content of the book of The Acts was examined, it

has been found that the greatest opposition came to Peter, Stephen and
Paul who were outstanding in the spreading of the Gospel.

individuals were filled With t he Holy Spirit.

Opposition also came

to the Church which had the Holy Spiri·I; as its leadere

The Chu1"'ch vre.s

composed of many individuals in \7hom the Holy Spirit dwelt.
opposition took many forms.

These

This

The Jews were opposed to the Gentiles.

The religious syste1ns of t he Jews and of the Ephesians were antagonistic
to the new message which was being presented.

Some who were possessed

of demons were against this work .

Others opposed this new movement

trying to imitate the work of the Holy Spirit.

Still others tried

by

to

obtain this power by illegitimate means.
Conclusions.
1.

The following are conclusions:

Opposition in each case examined was against men who

were

filled with the Holy Spirit.
2.

Opposition to the Holy Spirit contributed definitely to the

rapid growth of the Church9

3. Death because of opposition to the Holy Spirit brought fear
to all.
4.

The example of those who were opposed caused some of

the

opposition to be converted.

5. Opposition to the Holy Spiri t in each case examined was used
to th9 glory of God .

6.

Opposition resulted in the preaching of the Gospel to

all

classes of people and especially to the higher classes.

7. Opposit ion was usually from the Jews or had been instigated
by them.

8. Opposition resulted in the bringing of the Gospel message to
the religious leaders:_ high priest, council, Pharisees and Sadducees.

CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Ao

Summary

The purpose of this research was to study the operation
Holy Spirit in the book of The Act s by the inductive method.

of

the

Every

effort was made to examine the contents of this book in order to discover
the working of the Holy Spirit in the lives of people.
It was necessary to divide the study into the folloWing parts:
(1) the facts of the four effusions of the Holy Spirit; (2) the work of
the Holy Spirit in personal experience ; (3) the leadership of the Holy
Spirit; and (4) t he Holy Spirit and opposition .

This was done because

of the different aspects of the operation of the Holy Spirit in

the

lives of individuals o

It was found in chapter two that there were four times when the
Holy Spirit was poured forth in baptismal power.

These four events

occurred at Jerusalem , Samaria, Caesarea and Ephesus.

When the

Holy

Spirit was poured forth in these instances , He came on a different
class of people each time.

Those of Jerusalem were Jews .

of Samaria were a mixed-blood population .
Caesarea were called Gentiles .

However~

a Roman army officer who was stationed

The people

Those who were dwelling in
it ra.s in the house of Corneliusp

there~

that the Holy Spirit fell*

The general population of Ephesus consisted of those named heathen people.

But the twelve who received the Holy Spirit were adherents of the
synagogue and perhaps Jews o The distinction is that they were disciples
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of the baptism of John before they were converted.
These events of the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit in each case
were divided definitely into three parts: (1) preparation to receiving
the Holy Spirit; (2) the actual outpouring of the Holy Spirit; and (3)
the immediate result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
One hundred and twenty disciples were gathered together in

the

upper room at Jerusalem waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit which
Jesus told them

1Aias

promise in the upper

the promise of the Father .
l'\'.)Om ,

As they waited for this

they prayed in one accord.

The Holy Spirit

crune in an unusual manner and filled the one hundred and twenty disciples
on the day of Pentecost.
coming of the Holy Spirit:

There were definite signs which accompanied the
the sound as of a mighty rushing vnnd ,

appearance of tongues part ing asunder like as of fire .

the

The first thing

that happened after these disciples were filled with ·t;he Holy Spirit was
that they spoke wi th other tongues .

These tongues were those which

could be understood by those who had come from different countries; they
were not unknown tongues .

Following this Peter r ose up and preached

message after which three thousand souls were saved .

Many signs and

wonders were done through the apostles and all that believed were
gether having pooled their resource s .

a

to-

They gave to every man as he had

need and continued in the temple praising God for that which He

was

doing.
A persecution caused all but the apostles to spread throughout
JUdaea and Samaria.

As they went forth, they preached the Word.

who was one of the disciples went to Samaria.

Philip

When these people saw the

signs which Philip did and heard the Word which he spoke , many believed.
Peter and John were sent to Samaria by the apostles at Jerusalem when
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the report of these Samaritans' conversion was received.

Immediately

Peter and John prayed that these people might receive the Holy Spirit.
This was the preparation for the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit at

Samaria . Next they laid their hands on the Samaritans and they received
the Holy Spirit .

Simon , a sorcerer who believed , wanted to purchase the

power to give the Holy Spirit to whomever he desired , but he was rebuked
by

Peter .
The third place of the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit was

Caesarea.

at

Cornelius prayed much and received a message from an angel of

the Lord saying that his prayers were answered .

Peter received a vision

of the Lord wh i ch taught him that he must be willing to preach
Gentiles .

to

Peter was directed to the house of Cornelius and was

asked t,o preach the message of God .

there

During Peter's message the

Spirit fell on those who heard the Word.

the

Holy

Vvhen these Gentiles had

received the Holy Spirit, they spoke with tongues and magnified God.
The fourth distinct outpouring of the Holy Spirit occurred
Ephesus .

Apollos , and Alexandrian , was the personality used in

aration to the receiving of the Holy Spirit in this place .

at
prep-

He was

mighty in the Old Test ament Scriptures , and fervent in spirit as many
who have only a part truth , and instructed the Ephesians in the way of
the Lord.

Paul then appeared on the s cene and laid his hands on twelve

disciples after he had questioned whether they had received the
Spirit.

Holy

They recei ved the Holy Spirit after they were baptized in the

name of t he Lord Jesus .
prophesied .

The result was that they spoke in tongues and

Much opposition was received in this city from the

followers of the idol Diana , the chief idol of this region .

By way of comparison each outpouring of the Holy Spirit occurred

I

I

I
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in a different city with a different background.
tarrying together in prayer was very
Spirit.

impor'~ant

The characteristic of

in receiving the Holy

Baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus t ook place in each place

and the preaching of the Word was vital in the receiving of the
Spirit .

I

The message of the Word centered about Jesus.

Holy

Each time

the

Holy Spirit came upon another group, many were added to the Church.
There was demonstration in each of the fom· places.

Some spoke in

t ongues; others prophesied; and still others did signs and wonders.
Opposition occurred as a result of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

One

of the chief reasons for the opposition was the boldness to witness when
the disciples received the Holy Spirit.

Thi s was one of the promises

given by Christ before He ascended into heaven .
The baptism of the Holy Spirit was found to be a personal
experience in the t hird chapter.

It was promised by Christ before He

ascended into heaven as a gift of the Father.

The pouring forth of the

Holy Spirit in personal experience was that which had been spoken of by
the prophet Joel.

It was related to prophecy and resulted in prophecy.

Many were ins'cructed to receive the Holy Spirit after
Word and believed.
the Holy Spirito

the~r

had heard the

This was a personal experience for all who received
The filling of the Holy Spirit was also a definite

personal experience .
personal experiences.

This term is used in reference to t wo different
It is used in reference to the time when the Holy

Spirit comes in baptismal power and when He comes in an anointing for a
special purpose.

It was also related that the Holy Spirit spoke through

individuals o Thi s was a def inite personal experience.

The book of The

Acts teaches that the Holy Spirit spoke through the person of
Stephen~

Agabas and Isaiah.

David~
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The leadership of the Holy Spirit as was considersd in chapter
four ias a very prominent fact in the book of The Acts.

I

I

individuals, such as at

~erusalem

He

led

on the day of Pentecost, when

the

one hundred and twenty disciples spoke in tongues under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit led Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul

and other of the disciples in the preaching of the Word of Godo

The

disciples did many signs and ·vonders under the leadership of the Holy

Spirit.

The leadership of the Holy Spirit was very evident in

growth of the Church and the spreading of the Gospel .

He led

the
the

disciples to Samaria, Caesarea and Ephesus from Jerusalem for the
definite purpose of telling the message of Jesus.

Paul ient

from

Syria to Cyprus, Pamphylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia and Cilicia under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit on his first missionary journey.

On

his second missionary journey Paul, ,under the leadership of the Holy
Spirit, went to Cilicia, Lycaonia, Pisidia , Phrygia, Mysia, Macedonia,
Greece, Cenchreae, Lydia, Palestine, Phoenicia and Syria.

The

Holy

Spirit was Paul's leader on .his- third missionary journey from Syria
to Cilic·ia, Lycaonia, Pisid.:i.a, Phrygia, Lydia, Mysia, Macedonia, Greece,
Macedonia, Mysia, Asses, Lesbos, Caria, Cos, Rhodes, Lyeia, Phoenecia
and Palestine.
Opposition against the work of the Holy Spirit has been found to
be very strong in the book of The Acts as it was considered in the fifth
chapter of this study.
and the Church.

This opposition was against Pater, Stephan, Paul

The Holy Spirit had filled each of these men and

those individuals of which the Church was composed.

also

The opposition

which came to Peter was in the form of common people, priests, the captain
of the temple, Sadducees, rulers, elders, scribes, Ananias and Sapphira 9

.•· .

- .. . - .-

9.5
Simon the sorcerer, and Herod the king.

Stephen as opposed by the

Libertines, Cyrenians, lUexa.ndrians, some of Cilicia and Asia,
people, elders and s cribes .

I

The opposition in the life of Paul

caune

from Elymaa t he sorcerer, Jews, Gentiles, a demon possessed maid and

or

her masters, followers of Diana the goddess
the high priest, elders and Tertullus .

I

comm.on

t he Ephesians , .Ananias

The Church as a

group of

individuals received opposition from the high priest, Sadducees , council,
s enate and Saul before he was converted.

Although much opposition came

to the Church and individuals who were filled With the Holy Spirit, i t
as alt aye used to the glory of God.

B.

Conclusions ~

Certain definite conclusions have resulted from this study in the
book of The Acts.

Conclusions have been listed at the end of

chapter, but not all of these appear here .

each

Only those which were of

p1'1..mary importance have been included in the following list .

1.

Prayer and the use of the Word of' God is necessary in

relation to r eceiving the baptism of' the Holy Spirit .
2.

Men who are f illed with the Holy Spirit become soul-winners .

3. Different terminology having es sentially the same meaning is
used in reference to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
4.

The baptism of t he Holy Spirit in the life of a believer s

a definite instantaneous work and results in a clean heart .

5. The Holy Spirit definitely works in and through individuals
and He also leads them .

6. Opposition to t he opera.ti on of the Holy Spirit indwelling
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in men is overruled by God to bring greater glory to Himself p to spread

f

I
(

the Gospel Message to all classes of people and to promote the
of the Church.

growth

I
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